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‘The storm that followed the storm 
Untold numbers died from rains, winds and floods, More uncounted 
were killed by dehydration, starvation and neglect, Hospitals 

eran a cpasrious electricity, water or food for the staff and patients, 





Author. Dr Richard Pankhurst | Oate; October 2005 


The Italian Fascist invasion of Ethiopia 

Seventy years ago the armies of Fascist Italy invaded Ethiopia, ther 
internationally widely known as Abyssinia, without the courtesy uf 
any declaration of war. »> 





Peptember 2005, 
| Author: Tony Barrett | Date: September 2005 
Liverpool grieves for victim of racist murder 


Tony Barrett, a jounalist working for the Liverpool Echo, reports fram. ||." 
the oity on its reaction te an appalling racist murder >> 
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Bombings backlash 

The city of Leeds found itself under the unwelcome spotlight of the 
world's madia when police revealed three of the bilan bornbers 
lived there, Peter basen bY, a Journalist on the >. 





m0 Author: Mick Rix | Date: September 2005 
Target BNP 


}) The GM@ Union has taken part in c Semeaiene and helped organise 
against fascists for many years. 
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A French lesson 
THERE WAS widespread relief following 


the French presidential and parliamentary 
elections. There was no repeat of the 2002 
presidential ballot when Jean-Marie Le Pen, 
leader of the Front National, reached the 
second round, polling over 18%, and in 
the more recent parliamentary elections the 
Front National only managed 4.3%, its lowest 
national vote for many years. 

Some commentators have interpreted this as 
the end for Le Pen and even the FN. 

However, we should exercise caution. French 
voters did not need to support the FN to express 
their anti-immigrant sentiments. In Nicolas 
Sarkozy France has a leader who has adopted 
many of Le Pen’s views and more importantly 
now has the power to put them into effect. 

It is true that the FN is likely to experience 
severe internal divisions as it regroups and 
looks ahead to a post Jean-Marie Le Pen future 
but it would be dangerously wrong to believe 
that the party is finished for good. The FN has 
shifted the centre of political gravity sharply 
to the right in recent years but if Sarkozy 
fails to deliver, many of his “new” voters 
are likely to return to the FN. 

Those who dismiss the British National Party 
because it will never gain power in Britain or 
even say it has peaked after the May local 
elections should glance across the Channel to 
see the cancerous impact fascism can have on 


the body politic. 


An honest debate? 
HOME SECRETARY John Reid was 
extremely busy in his last few days in office. 
One act was to announce the formation of a 
new task force to consider whether to lift the 
restrictions on the numbers of Romanians and 
Bulgarians allowed into Britain. Reid followed 
this by calling for a real and honest debate over 
the economic and social impact of immigration. 
We wholeheartedly agree. The Home Office 
could start by honestly addressing the issue of 
undocumented workers in London. Last month 
Searchlight reported on the Strangers into 
Citizens campaign and we make no apology for 
raising it again. A recent study showed that it 
would cost Britain £4bn (and probably the Army 
too) to remove the estimated 500,000 illegal 
immigrants, many of whom have lived here for 
years, have children born here and play a vital 
role in our economy. While we have nothing to 
fear from a honest debate about the impact of 
immigration, let us also protect some of the most 
exploited people in our society who, because of 
their illegal status, are abused by unscrupulous 
employers, landlords and criminal gangs. —~< 















Jean-Marie Le Pen 
Presidential election results 


Year Number of first round votes % 
1974 190,921 0.8 


1988 4,376,742 14.5 
1995 4,571,138 15.0 
2002 4,805,307 16.86 
2007 3,835,029 10.44 


































Front National Parliamentarv 
election results 


Year 
1978 






% 
0.3 





Number of first round votes 
82,743 


1981 44,414 0.2 
1986 2,705,336 9.7 
1988 2,359,528 9.7 
1993 3,152,543 
1997 3,800,785 
2002 — 2,862,960 113 
2007 —-1,116,005 4.29 















































Front National 
European election results 


7 Year  %of overall votes 


11.0% 
11.8% 
10.5% 
5.7% 
9.8% 





Astrange 
election 
campaign 


Taz in Paris for Reflex and 
Antifa-Net explains 


he French presidential election 

and Jean-Marie Le Pen’s 

crushing defeat add up to a 

nightmare for Front National 
activists, exacerbated by the fact that Le 
Pen’s pet issues of immigration and law 
and order were so comprehensively 
hijacked by the victorious conservative 
candidate Nicolas Sarkozy that the 
explosive FN leader was unable to 
outbid him. 

In fact that was the last thing Marine 
Le Pen, Jean-Marie’s daughter, 
campaign director and would-be 
successor, would have wanted. She has 
made breathtaking efforts to use the 
election campaign to clean up her 
extreme-right party’s gangster image 
and broaden its electoral base. 

One of the most visible results of this 
strategy was the removal to the political 
graveyard of historic FN figures such as 
Bruno Gollnisch -— judged far too 
reactionary — and the promotion of the 
former communist essayist Alain Soral, 
a man apparently much more worthy of 
media interest. These changes clearly 
did not impress the FN’s activist 
militant base or its natural electorate 
because the FN vote slumped by 
800,000 compared to the first round of 
the 2002 presidential election. 

Some of Le Pen’s appearances, 
organised by his daughter, only 
succeeded in confusing his previously 
well defined and extremely unpleasant 
anti-immigrant image. A good example 
of this was his early morning walkabout 
in Argenteuil in supposed support for 
the immigrant population there. 

Such stunts convinced few people and 
were ineffective. The FN’s lack of grass 
roots activists became apparent in some 


Marine Le Pen, 
heir apparent 
to her father’s 
mantle? 





places where FN posters had to be put 
up by members of ultra-nationalist 
splinter groups. In Neuilly-sur-Seine, 
members of the Populist Party, a split- 
off from Bruno Mégret’s tiny National 
Republican Movement (MNR), put up 
posters urging voters to back Le Pen. In 
Lyon, the FN was forced to lean on the 
hardcore fascist CEuvre Frangaise. It was 
hardly a surprise then when Yvan 
Bendetti, who belongs to (#uvre 
Francaise, stood in Lyon in the 
parliamentary elections on the FN 
ticket in June. 

The Patriotic Union, launched at the 
end of 2006 to support Le Pen's 
presidential candidacy, enabled the 
MNR to make a limited comeback in 





the media. However the FN found it 
hard to work with Mégret and the 
MNR despite the MNR’s official full 
backing for Le Pen. Local FN leaders 
flatly refused to work with their MNR 
counterparts. Nowhere was the mutual 
dislike more evident than at the Paris 
rally of the FN on 15 April at which the 
FN’s heavy mob, the DPS, stopped 
Mégret from sitting in the first row 
just in front of the platform and 
relegated him to the third row away 
from the cameras. 

This campaign will undoubtedly 
leave its mark at the heart of the FN. 
Since January 2007 tensions have 
appeared inside the FN’s youth 
structures between the Front National 


FN routed in general election 


Jean-Yves Camus reports from Paris 


THE FRONT NATIONAL suffered another serious setback in the first round of the 
French parliamentary elections on 10 June, polling a meagre 4.29% of the vote. 
That is less than half the percentage its leader Jean-Marie Le Pen obtained in the 
presidential election in April. 

The FN lost votes in all France’s regions, including its former strongholds of 
Provence Céte dAzur and Alsace. In the 2002 general election, FN candidates went 
through to the second round in 37 constituencies. This time, only one did so, in the 
département of Pas-de-Calais where Marine Le Pen came second with 24.67%. 
She lost in the second round with 41.65% against the 58.35% won by the socialist 
incumbent, Albert Facon. 

Marine Le Pen's strong showing, which was more than the FN expected, 
enhances her prospects of succeeding her father to the party leadership. Her main 
rival, Bruno Gollnisch, polled a miserable 6.95% in the Lyon area in the first round, 
while Carl Lang, another of her opponents, did slightly better with 11.60% in the 
Nord region. 

The FN leaders knew that the party's prospects were grim. Many former F 
supporters who voted for Sarkozy in April/May remained with their choice and 
voted for the conservative Union pour un Mouvement Populaire (UMP). And the 
low turnout in the first round (39.56% did not vote) suggests that many of those 
who voted for Le Pen stayed at home in the general election. 

“We have suffered a setback and we were aware that it would happen’, said 
Marine Le Pen, adding that “the Front National is not dead’, because Nicolas 
Sarkozy ‘does not have the means to bring back law and order, stop immigration 
and above all set France free from the handcuffs imposed by the European Union". 

However it seems unlikely that the FN can win seats in a general 
election unless proportional representation is introduced, a 
reform that is under discussion. 

The other extreme-right parties fared even worse. 
The Mouvement National Républicain led by Bruno Mégret 
polled less than 1% while the fascist Bloc Identitaire fielded 
one candidate in Nice, Philippe Vardon, who polled 2.29%, 

The results mean that the FN will receive less taxpayers’ “Wy 
money in 2008. Since 2002 it has had €4.8 million (£3.25 
million) a year, but it will get only one third of that until 2012, 
which will force large cuts in the party's staff and activity. 
The MNR will be stripped of its state subvention. 

The UMP won a landslide victory in the first round with 45.58% 
against 28.01% for the Socialist Party. In the second round the 
Socialist Party rallied to increase its number of seats from 149 in 
the outgoing National Assembly to 185. The UMP won 314, 
reducing its majority by 45 seats. 















Too reactionary? Bruno Gollnisch 


de la Jeunesse, the official youth 
organisation which is largely hostile to 
Marine Le Pen and her policies, and the 
Youth for Le Pen, an outfit she set up to 
win over young activists in the party. 
The nationalist press has turned on 
Marine Le Pen, blaming her for the 
massive setback in the presidential 
election. In the weeks ahead it will 
become clear that all is not happy in 
the party, as shown by events in the 
Equinoxes, a big hall rented by the FN 
to celebrate its “victory”. At the party 
Soral decided to drown his sorrows in 
drink, and there was a big row between 
the staff of Marine Le Pen and the 
journalists of the FN’s newspaper 
National Hebdo. The extreme-right 


activist Frédéric Chatillon got involved 
in a punch-up with Paris Saint- 
Germain football hooligans for 
defending the black “comedian” 
Dieudonné, whose presence at the FN 
féte last year cost the party votes 
according to many FN activists. Mégret 
prudently sent his right-hand man 
Nicolas Bray to sniff out the rather 
sulphurous atmosphere and decided not 
to attend. 

The pretence of “unity” shown at the 
FN’s annual May Day march has done 
nothing to ease the tensions inside the 
FN and there is every chance that 
the party will draw away from Marine 
Le Pen and return to its usual ugly 
preoccupation with racism. ~= 







Chris Hani family calls 
| fornewinvestigation 
) of assassination plot 


Some of the men who escaped conviction for the 
conspiracy to assassinate Chris Hani 14 years ago are 
now living freely in Britain. 

In this special six-page feature Gerry Gable exposes 


slp ChicHanias 
a young activist for a another of the men who aided the conspiracy and 


free South Africa reveals the reaction of South African intelligence after 
(below right) we uncovered the South African terrorist connections 


cis Veni e motner at the heart of the BNP. 
Mary who struggled 


to bring her family up 
with dignity 


ourteen years after the 

assassination of Chris Hani, 

his family and former comrades 

have joined Searchlight in 
demanding a reinvestigation of the 
conspiracy against those fighting to 
overthrow South Africa's apartheid 
regime. 

Janusz Walus and Clive Derby- 
Lewis were sentenced to death for 
the murder. Their sentences were 
commuted to life imprisonment after 
the death penalty was abolished in 
South Africa in 1995 by the 
democratic government, under the 
new Constitution that they had 
actively opposed. 

The two were part of a group of 
conspirators drawn from the South 
African far right, including shadowy 
figures working for the apartheid 
state's intelligence services. They were 
the only two to be convicted, despite 
clear evidence against others involved 
in the plot. 

Hani, 51, was on a hit list of leading 





Today, an unforgivable crime has been committed. 
The calculated, cold-blooded murder of Chris Hani is 
not just a crime against a dearly beloved son of our soil. 
It is a crime against all the people of our country. 
A man of passion, of unsurpassed courage, has been cut 
down in the prime of his life. 
Chris Hani is known to all of us, loved by millions, hated only by those 
who fear the truth. 
We say to all South Africans, black and white, that day of truth will dawn. 
Chris spent his life fighting for freedom, democracy and justice. 
It was this passion for liberty that persuaded him, at an early age, to 
commit himself fully to the African National Congress and the South 
African Communist Party. 

Chris Hani knew from personal 
experience the pain of deprivation and 
social inequality. An erudite scholar who 
could have chosen a less arduous path, 
he nonetheless selflessly chose the often 
thankless task of being a freedom fighter. 
He shared the trials and tribulations of 
three decades of exile. During that time he 
served the cause of the liberation 
movement with distinction, earning the 
respect and love of millions in our country. 

His death demands that we pursue that 


Clive Derby-Lewis (top) and Janusz Walus 
were the only ones convicted for the murder 


Nelson Mandela, ANC President, 
addressing the nation on the day Chris Hani 


: cause with even greater determination. 





ANC members and trade unionists, 
including Nelson Mandela, soon to 
become President of post-apartheid 
South Africa. Some saw him as a 
political rival to Mandela but he was 
crucial in bringing the armed wing of 
the ANC to the negotiating table. 
Many hoped he would become the 
deputy President, of the country he 
had fought so hard to free, and one 
day the President. 

Had more of those on the list been 
murdered the new state might have 
been still born or descended in to a 
bloody civil war. 

Martin Thembisile (Chris) Hani was 
born in June 1942 in a small rural town 
in Transkei where he had to walk 
25 km each day to school and back 
and the same distance on Sunday to 
the Catholic church. His father, a 
migrant worker in the Transvaal mines, 
sent what money he could back to the 
family, but his mother had to work on 
a subsistence farm to supplement the 
family income. 

An educationally very bright child, 
he went to university at Fort Hare 
where he studied modern and 
classical literature in English, Greek 
and Latin. 

At 15 he joined the ANC Youth 
League and as a student was very 
active in protests against the Bantu 
Education Act, which imposed 


was assassinated 


apartheid in tertiary education and 
stopped black students attending 
white universities. 

After graduating he joined 
Umkhonto we Sizwe (MK), the armed 
wing of the ANC, where he rose 
quickly through the ranks. He played a 
brave role in fighting for the 
overthrow of the Smith regime in what 
was then Rhodesia. 

He had gone into exile in Lesotho in 
1963 after being arrested several times 
under the Suppression of Communism 
Act. From there Hani organised units of 
the MK for operations in South Africa 
and became the target for several 
assassination attempts. He eventually 
moved to the ANC’s headquarters 
in Zambia and became the head of 
the MK. 

After the banning order against the 
ANC was lifted in 1990, he returned to 
South Africa and worked closely with 
Joe Slovo, the General-Secretary of the 
South African Communist Party. 
The following year Hani took over 
as General-Secretary after Slovo 
announced that he had cancer. 

Hani then devoted himself to 
campaigning for the cessation of 
the armed struggle, a negotiated end 
to apartheid and the creation of a 
democratic state. 

On 10 April 1993 he was accosted 
outside his home in Dawn Park, a 





racially mixed suburb of Boksburg 
near Johannesburg, by Janusz Walus, 
an anti-communist Polish immigrant. 
Walus fired five shots at close range 
hitting him in the head. Hani died on 
the spot. 

Walus fled the scene and was 
arrested nearby shortly afterwards. 

The pistol had been given to him by 
Clive Derby-Lewis, a senior South 
African Conservative Party MP. 
Reports said the gun belonged to 
Derby-Lewis but as we reveal later on 
these pages, it had been part of a haul 
of weapons stolen from a South 
African Air Force base. 





Derby-Lewis was also president of 
the far-right Western Goals Institute, 
which brought together European 
nazis, Central American death squad 
leaders and British ultra-right MPs. 

The far-right conspirators had 
directed Walus to kill Hani, who was 
number three on the hit list that was a 
key part of their plot to disrupt the 
negotiations that were to end 
apartheid. Mandela was number one 
on the list and Slovo number two. 

The hit list was in the possession of 
Gaye Derby-Lewis, wife of Clive and 
a fanatical racist and antisemite. 
Clive Derby-Lewis had named Arthur 
Kemp, a young journalist with South 
African intelligence service links, as 
the author of the list. Although Kemp 
admitted writing the list, Gaye Derby- 
Lewis testified that it was for her use in 
her work as a journalist. 

Kemp, who had served as a sergeant 
in the feared South African Security 
Police, which was responsible for 
some of South Africa’s worst human 
rights abuses, was also suspected of 
organising the surveillance of Hani in 
the weeks leading up to his killing. 

Although Kemp was arrested, he 
was not charged and went on to 
pursue a career in the intelligence 
services of the new post-apartheid 
South Africa. Gaye Derby-Lewis, who 
was suspected of manipulating her 
weak husband to take part in the 
conspiracy, was acquitted and later 
emigrated to Australia. 

After the overthrow of the apartheid 
regime, Walus and Derby-Lewis 
applied for amnesty from Archbishop 
Desmond Tutu's Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission on the 
basis that they had only acted on 
the orders of the Conservative Party — 
known as the Eichmann defence from 
his trial in Israel for being one of the 
architects of the Nazi Holocaust. 
Eichmann's argument failed and he 
was executed under a_ special 
provision that permitted the death 
penalty in his case. 

Derby-Lewis and Walus were no 
more successful with it than Eichmann 
had been. The Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission refused 
the applications, ruling that they were 
not merely obeying orders but 
motivated by racism. 

Hani’s family, comrades in the ANC 
and South African trade union 
movement, and the South African 
Communist Party are now demanding 
answers about the roles played by 
Kemp, Gaye Derby-Lewis and the 
South African intelligence services 





Shot at close range Chris Hani died 
on the spot 


both under apartheid and after its 
overthrow. 

Duma Nkosi, a senior ANC member 
and Mayor of Ekurhuleni Metropolitan 
Municipality, where Hani was killed, 
welcomed Searchlight’s reinvestiga- 
tion of the assassination conspiracy 
and the rogue elements within the 
South African intelligence services. 

He told Searchlight: “As the 
Executive Mayor of —Ekurhuleni 
Metropolitan Municipality, | can 
commit to facilitate with the ANC 
national leadership to receive any 
information that can assist in bringing 
more understanding to the case of the 
Freeman of the City who was 
assassinated in our community and 
laid to rest in our municipal area.” 

Today the atmosphere in South 
Africa is as delicate as it was in the 
wake of Hani’s assassination and other 
acts of terror from the far right and 
intelligence services in the dying days 
of the apartheid regime. 

In the same way that sections of the 
intelligence services then were 
involved in a conspiracy to strangle 
the new democratic government at 
birth, rogue elements now are trying 
to convince the South African people 
that some of the most honourable and 
decent senior members of the ANC 
and trade union movement are 
plotting to overthrow the present 
government because they have 
voiced concern about the corruption 
that reaches the highest levels of the 
state. ~=q 





Howa 
terrorist 


to Britain 





Chris Hani 


IN 1997, shortly after the election of 
the new Labour Government, 
Leonard Michael Veenendaal, a pro- 
apartheid activist wanted for murder, 
turned up in Britain looking for 
political asylum. His application was 
turned down twice before the British 
authorities acquiesced on the third go. 

At the time he arrived in Britain 
Veenendaal, now aged 41, was on 
Interpol’s most wanted list for two 
killings arising from a raid on a United 
Nations Tactical Assistance Group 
(UNTAG) base in Namibia in the 
run-up to the southwest African 
state’s first one person one vote 
elections. On the evening of 24 
August 1989 machine gun fire and 
several hand grenades hit the base 
from a passing car, killing a black 
Namibian guard. 

Police quickly arrested five white 
men. One was Veenendaal, who at the 
time was the Johannesburg leader of the 
AWB, a white supremacist terrorist 
group fighting against majority rule 
in South Africa. He also led a right- 
wing armed group called Kontra 435, 
which was behind the attack on the 
UNTAG base. 

Veenendaal and two others were 
charged with murder and held in 
police cells in Windhoek. One day in 
December 1989 when they were being 
transported back to their cells after a 
court appearance, they escaped with 
the help of an accomplice who had 
hidden a pistol in a toilet cistern at the 
court, which Veenendaal extracted and 
concealed on himself. 

During the journey they asked 
whether they could relieve themselves 
and the driver stopped the van 
and allowed the men to get out. 
The prisoners overpowered the two 
police officers, helped by two men in a 
vehicle that had been following the 
police van. In the struggle one of the 
police officers was shot and later died 
of his wounds. 

Veenendaal resurfaced __ several 
months later in Johannesburg and 
entered into a long battle to avoid 
extradition to Namibia. The South 
African Minister of Justice eventually 
signed the extradition papers in 1996 
but his removal was delayed when 


In Britain: Leonard Michael Veenendaal 


Veenendaal applied for an amnesty to 
the Truth and_ Reconciliation 
Commission, which had the job of 
investigating crimes committed under 
apartheid. The Commission refused 
on the grounds that it could not 
intervene in alleged crimes committed 
in another country. 

The Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission also reported that 
Veenendaal was one of three men who 
carried out a raid in 1991 on a South 
African Air Force base. It was a 
gun stolen in this raid that Janusz 
Walus used to assassinate Chris Hani 
in April 1993. 

Veenendaal, his wife and three 
children were all born in South Africa. 
He did not appear to have any 
of the type of family connections 
with the UK that have allowed many 
white South Africans to settle here 
since the end of apartheid. It is unclear 
quite why the Foreign Office, headed 
by the late Robin Cook, or the Home 
Office under Jack Straw might have 
allowed Veenendaal to stay in the UK 
at a time when the Interpol warrant 
was still active. Possibly they accepted 
without question his story that he had 
been a military intelligence operative 
and was now being persecuted for 
having only followed orders, the 
“Eichmann defence” that the Truth 
and Reconciliation Commission had 
already rejected. 

His presence in the UK was 
first picked up by The Sunday 
Telegraph, which published a story 
about him on 13 June 1999. When in 
2003 a reporter from The Mail on 
Sunday turned up at his home in 
Wisbech, Cambridgeshire, Veenendaal 
grabbed him saying: “I have a family. 
You're going to find yourself in a 
negative position.” 

The press exposure did Veenendaal 
no harm. The only consequence was 
that the local rugby club suspended his 
membership for a time after The Mail 
on Sunday focused on his work 
coaching boys’ rugby. 

Veenendaal, who now has residency 
status in the UK, works for 
Cambridgeshire County Council’s 
Education ICT Service as a technical 
services manager. 








He is well known to Arthur Kemp, 
another man implicated in the Hani 
assassination, from the days when 
Kemp was hanging around the AWB 
to write his book and Veenendaal was 
acting as the personal bodyguard of 
Eugene Terre’Blanche, the neo-nazi 
leader of the AWB. Terre’Blanche 
described Veenendaal as “my little 
fanatic” because he was so extreme 
and violent. 

Veenendaal’s gang of terrorists 
included German neo-nazis and a 
man called Darryl Stopforth, thought 
to be British. Stopforth was one of 
the three men charged in Namibia 
for the attack on the UNTAG base. 
He escaped custody and fled the 
country alongside Veenendaal. 

We understand that a warrant still 
exists in South Africa for Veenendaal’s 
arrest and that requests to the British 
High Commission in Pretoria about 
him may have fallen on deaf ears. 

With a British government and 
Home Secretary rightly concerned 
with the presence in this country of 
people who plot terrorism, it is very 
strange indeed why this double killer 
is allowed to remain here. Searchlight 
has asked the government under the 
Freedom of Information Act for 
further details about Veenendaal’s 
presence in the UK. We have also 
asked the former Home Secretary 
Jack Straw, who has such a good 
track record of opposing racism 
and fascism, for his explanation of 
what went wrong on his watch ten 
years ago. ~= 


Investigation 


South African intelligence officer makes 
failed attempt to entrap Searchlight 


leven years ago, when 

Searchlight first exposed the 

existence of a rat line of killers 

and saboteurs that ran from 
mainland Europe via Britain to the 
newly democratised South Africa, it 
was clear that a continuing crisis existed 
in that country’s security and 
intelligence services which had started 
during the dying days of the apartheid 
regime. The assassination of Chris 
Hani, a leading ANC member, in 1993 
and a wave of bombings appeared 
linked to people who had worked for 
the racist regime. 

After the fall of apartheid some of its 
old aparachniks were embraced by the 
new intelligence service, clearly as part 
of a deal to make use of their experience 
and expertise. What seems to have been 
overlooked, or deliberately ignored, is 
that some of those who continued to 
give their services were more than just 
professionals. They were killers and 
torturers who had originally been 
employed to subvert and spy on 
students, academics, trade unionists and 
large sections of both the black and the 
white communities. 

One example was the former Dutch 
mercenary Ronnie Deuster, who had 
served in the Balkans during the bloody 
conflagrations there after the collapse of 
Yugoslavia as a state. When he was 
looking for fresh fields in which to kill, 
he found his way to South Africa 
on two occasions, and was employed to 
join groups organising assassinations 
and sabotage. 

At that time a major plot was under 
way to kill Nelson Mandela, the South 
African President. It was no great 
surprise when we exposed the role in it 
of British nazis associated with the elite 
nazi group the League of St George and 
former activists in the National Front, 
forerunner to the British National Party 
and the leading racist party at the time. 
What shocked us was the involvement 
of South African intelligence operatives 
such as Arthur Kemp and Cliff 
Saunders, who suddenly popped up in 
the UK and Germany. 

Kemp, who is now living in England 
and is active in the BNP, was able to 
open doors with his book about the 
South African neo-nazi AWB. The nazi 





NPD in Germany loved it and him. 
He went on to write a massive tome 
The March of the Titans first published 
as a hardback book and then on 
the internet. 

In March this year we returned to the 
story because Kemp and Lambertus 
“Bep” Nieuwhof, who had a conviction 
and 12-month sentence in South Africa 
for a terrorist crime, were both 
occupying highly placed and sensitive 
positions in the BNP. 

Searchlight’s exposé prompted a 
flurry of activity stemming from 
South Africa. 

It started with an approach from 
Deuster, who told us that he had now 
returned to live in South Africa. 


AWB leader Eugene Terre’Blanche 
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He appeared to be trying to track the 
movements of one of our team whom 
he knew from 11 years ago when he was 
a paid informant of ours. 

He even suggested that he might be 
able to help us with “the type of work 
I used to do”, which broadly amounted 
to killing people. We ignored these 
offers as well as his attempts to use us 
to get in touch with a former British 
police officer. 

What = followed = proved __ the 
involvement of the South African 
intelligence services in rushing to 
protect Kemp and Nieuwhof. 

Two sister organisations of 
Searchlight in the Netherlands and 
Germany received emails from a man 
called Francois Strauss. He described 
himself as “a member of management of 
the South African National Intelligence 
Coordinating Committee (NICOC), 
which is a statutory body put in place 
after our first democratic elections in 
1994, to coordinate intelligence 
produced by the South African 
intelligence community. 

He eventually contacted —_ our 





publisher by email with a very strange 
request for a representative of a major 
state intelligence service. 

What he wanted to know was 
whether we could provide training for 
some members of his team. He wanted 
them to gain a working knowledge on 
how to tackle South Africa’s enemies in 
the UK and Europe. He wrote that he 
believed we had a similar analytical 
approach to the issue as himself. 

He even sent a brief CV of himself 
complete with photo, assuming it is 
actually him. It was clear he had served 
both the old and new South African 
governments. 

We told him that we had experience 
of training police officers and of 
research projects for the European 
Parliament. We explained that if we had 
a better idea of what he was looking for 
we might be able to help, but we would 
wish to undertake any training in the 
UK not South Africa. 

On advice from our ANC contacts 
we asked why he could not obtain the 
required training from the Institute for 
Strategic Studies, (ISS) which carries 
out research and analysis for the South 
African intelligence services. 

His shock response was to attack his 
own colleagues as effectively useless, 
this in an email to someone who was a 
complete stranger to him. “Perhaps you 
are not as well informed as to the 
capacity of this institute,” he wrote. 
“The ISS ... have been contacted, but 
their knowledge on the subject is, well, 
anecdotal to be diplomatic. They are in 
no position to offer training that would 
add value to our efforts.” 

By this time he was getting pushy, 
saying that his people had to obtain 
visas and make flight arrangements and 
he needed to get moving on this. 

Alarm bells had gone off at 
Searchlight after the first approach, but 





Chris Hani 


Arthur Kemp (far left) and Lambertus “Bep” 
Nieuwhof, South African intelligence assets 
(below) Francois Strauss: renegade 
intelligence officer? 





now we smelt a very large rat. 

Shortly afterwards he gave us the 
following list of the areas in which he 
wanted us to train his team, one of 
which would have contravened British 
criminal law: 

M@ Techniques in spotting activities of 
these people when it is still low-keyed; 
@ Techniques in spotting support by 
elements in official state departments; 
B Deep access to the Internet sites 
used by the extreme right; 

@ Strategic analysis pertaining 
specifically to the extreme right — not 
general strategic analysis; 

B Socio-political programmes to 
neutralise hate crimes stemming from 
actions by the extreme right. 

Searchlight immediately sought 
contact with a representative of the 
South Africa’s security service stationed 
in this country. After a meeting lasting 
over an hour we handed over a large 
dossier of material we had gathered on 
Kemp, Nieuwhof, Deuster, Strauss and 
Leonard Veenendaal. 

His first reaction was to suggest that 
this was all some kind of hoax. 
We pointed out that Strauss was writing 
to us from a genuine NICOC email 
address. He then promised a quick 
response. When, after hearing nothing, 
we contacted him again, he became 
obstructive about Veenendaal, said the 
whole matter was under investigation 
and promised an initial response within 
two weeks. 

After the two weeks were up we 
contacted him for a progress report. 
He replied that he was leaving on a 
month’s leave. 

So we still have nothing from the 
South African security services about 
what appears to be an unofficial 
operation by a rogue element, but a 
growing clamour for answers from 
within South Africa itself. ~ 








D f squeeze 


Nick Griffin may be publicly laughing offa 

challenge to his position but privately he and 

his inner circle are doing their utmost to see it off even before it gets off the ground. 
Nick Lowles reports on a possible BNP leadership contest. 





s Searchlight goes to press it 
remains unclear whether Chris 
Jackson will find the necessary 
signatures to challenge Nick 
Griffin for the leadership of the BNP. 
His camp is giving out positive noises 
that he will get the 100 party members 
required for a contest to be triggered but 
it appears that several potential 
supporters are not willing to risk going 
public at this stage. 

According to the BNP constitution 
there is a window for a leadership 
challenge every June with an election 
then held by the end of September. 

As reported in Searchlight last month, 
Jackson, the former North West BNP 
organiser, plans to challenge Griffin. 
Supported by the “Reform Group”, led 
by Mike Easter and Richard Edmonds, 
Jackson is focusing on Griffin's 
authoritarian style of leadership, a lack 
of financial transparency and internal 
democracy and a populist approach to 
party policy which has led to the 
jettisoning of key principles. 

Although the idea of standing against 
Griffin was first floated last December 
it was not until the party’s poor results 
in May that the Reform Group decided 
finally to move. 

Jackson stands absolutely no chance 


(left) Nick Griffin has no intention of releasing 
control of the party 
(inset) Chris Jackson leadership hopeful 





of winning, but could _ severely 
undermine Griffin’s credibility if he 
wins a substantial minority of votes. 

He has already won the backing of 
Jonathan Bowden, the party’s cultural 
officer, and now it appears he has also 
won the support of Steve Blake, who 
until recently was a long-time Griffin 
loyalist and the party’s webmaster. 

Several others appear willing privately 
to support Jackson but until he triggers 
the ballot are worried about retribution 
if they reveal themselves at this stage. 

There are some however who have 
lost no time in taking the opportunity 
to attack the party leadership. 

The latest edition of Martin 
Webster's Loose Cannon internet 
bulletin contains a litany of Griffin’s 
financial misdemeanours over the years. 
He charts the failed businesses, the 
money he borrowed off political 
colleagues which he never repaid and 
the home improvements carried out to 
his present house, which were charged 
to the party. 

For Webster, the fact that the 
mainstream media have not used this 
information to sink the BNP leader is 
proof of a conspiracy. One of Griffin's 
swindles, Loose Cannon alleges, 
concerned the renovation of his father’s 
Suffolk farm during the 1980s. “Griffin 
told the NF that he had persuaded his 
parents to grant the National Front’s 
youth wing, the Young National Front, 
free use of a number of outbuildings of 
their farmhouse, but that restoration 
work would need to be done free of 
charge,” wrote Webster. 

“YNF and NF members went to the 
farm for weekend after weekend during 
that year and did hard and dangerous 
building work for no wage. They paid 
their own fares to and from the site and 
slept on the floors of the buildings they 
were renovating.” 

Griffin’s father subsequently sold the 
farm without the National Front 
receiving a penny of the enhanced value 
resulting from the work. In addition, 
alleges Webster, the volunteers were 
exposed to asbestos, made to work 
without any safety and _ protective 
equipment and knowingly sold out-of- 
date beer. 

A video of this barn renovation was 
made by Griffin’s one-time friend Tony 
Williams. As one NF volunteer worked 
on the roof, Griffin commented on 
camera: “If he doesn’t break his neck, 
then he’ll die of cancer due to asbestos 
poisoning”. 

Webster says he has offered this 
film to several journalists but after 
initial interest nothing has materialised. 


He then refers to the well-publicised 
biography of Griffin being written by 
Dominic Carman which has failed to 
appear. To Webster, there is a link. 
Griffin is too important for the 
establishment to dispense with. 

“Carman received my e-mail but has 
sent no response,” he wrote. “I quite 
understand. He wants to be able to 
continue to earn his living from the 
mainstream media. 

“For want of any other explanation, 
I feel entitled to propose that the media 
was and is being orchestrated not to do 
anything to dislodge Griffin from his 
perch at the top of the BNP. 

“It is evident that the Establishment 
has every reason to be happy to have 
creature like Griffin at the head of the 
premiere ‘nationalist’ party in Britain, 
just as it is happy to have corrupt 
creatures at the head of every other 
political party which strives for the 
rewards which only Establishment 
patronage can bestow.” 

Most of those criticising Griffin do so 
for less conspiratorial reasons. A new 
website, named Britain Forward, is 
leading the attack on the BNP 
leadership from within the movement. 
The site claims the backing of 70 BNP 
members though none seem to have the 
political courage to reveal themselves. 
They have posted a long list of charges 
against the Griffin leadership, including 
direct criticism of a number of key party 
organisers such as Sadie Graham and 
David Hannam. 

Mark Collett and the party’s printing 
operation also come in for strong 
criticism. Last month Searchlight 
reported internal BNP anger at the late 
delivery of BNP leaflets during the 
election campaign. The Britain Forward 
blog site claims that the party forked 
out £70,000 for the printing machines 
only for them to break down almost 
immediately. 

In response to this, one party loyalist 
(possibly even Griffin himself), posing 
as Britain Backwards, has attempted to 
defend the party leadership and 
attacked the blog site as the work of 
their political opponents. Certainly 
much of the critical material being 
posted on Stormfront and Britain 
Forward is being written by nazis who 
left the party some time ago. 

The BNP meanwhile, has posted on 
its party website a series of leadership 
election rules which clearly favour the 
incumbent. 

“All candidates receive equal space in 
the internal members’ bulletin, British 
Nationalist for a ‘manifesto’ statement,” 
the announcement read. “No party 








Steve Blake, BNP webmaster, is under pressure 
to withdraw his support for Jackson 


publications or web facilities may be 
used to recommend or promote any 
candidate, although they will continue 
to report normally on party activities. 

“In order to avoid either benefiting 
the incumbent leader or encouraging 
the illegitimate collection and use of 
membership details, no candidate may 
issue or have issued on his or her behalf 
any separate promotional material by 
post or email. Candidates and party 
members supporting them are of course 
perfectly entitled to speak on the issue 
at party meetings.” 

Given that Griffin will write in every 
party publication between now and the 
possible election in September, 
combined with his already high profile 
within the party, these rules are clearly 
designed to hamper Jackson. He is 
allowed to speak at meetings but there is 
no talk of hustings or even a debate at 
the party's RWB festival in August. 

Griffin loyalists claim that they are 
only following party rules but these 
are certainly not the rules under which 
the 1999 election was contested. 
Then, Griffin produced and circulated a 
wealth of glossy literature around the 
party with the active assistance of 
several full-timers and party organisers. 

There is no way that Jackson will win 
this election. He is unknown outside the 
North West and West Yorkshire, he has 
very few local organisers willing to 
come out openly for him and the party 
machine would crush him and _ his 
supporters if he ever got close to victory. 
In a party where the leader is all 
powerful and has created a loyal cortége 
around him directly through patronage, 
few will be willing to break ranks. 

However, any leadership battle can 
turn nasty and as the BNP has so many 
skeletons in its cupboards it could be an 
interesting few months. ~«] 











Police statement exposes 
BNP vigilante patrols lies 


By David Williams 


THE BRITISH NATIONAL Party’s 
vigilante patrols in Wiltshire have 
hindered police work and not prevented 
crime, the Wiltshire Constabulary have 
told Searchlight. 

What the BNP call “community 
safety patrols” have attracted a lot of 
sensationalist puff in the media and are 
a great success according to the BNP’s 
website. But information received from 
the Wiltshire Constabulary as a result 
of a request under the Freedom of 
Information Act makes a mockery 
of the BNP’s claims. 

Since February 2007 the BNP claims 
Michael Howson, the party’s Mid West 
regional organiser, has run regular 
patrols in Corsham and Calne, which 
he says, have had a pacifying effect on 





Michael Howson, not | 
flavour of the month 
with the Wiltshire *y 
Constabulary, # 


antisocial behaviour in the town. 
The Wiltshire Constabulary report, 
however, that: “In reality many of these 
patrols did not happen.” 

Asked how many individuals took part 
in these patrols, the Wiltshire 
Constabulary responded: “The BNP will 
say between 4 and 8, but local officers 
will say up to 4 and sometimes none.” 

Howson claims that everyone taking 
part in the patrols is “hand picked and 
vetted”. However, asked whether any of 
the individuals taking part in these 
patrols had been checked against the 
Criminal Records Bureau, Wiltshire 
Constabulary replied: “No information 
is recorded to show they have. If these 
patrols do ever take place, they are 
unofficial, unaccountable, and are not 


supported by the disclosure checks 
conducted by the CRB.” 

The BNP claims that its vigilante 
patrols have been instrumental in 
preventing crime in the area. 
The Wiltshire Constabulary do not 
agree. “The view of local officers is that 
they have not,” they told Searchlight. 

Asked whether any member of these 
patrols had ever detained anybody in 
connection with any crime or made a 
“citizen's arrest” Wiltshire Police stated: 
“No information is recorded to confirm 
this is true”. 

Wiltshire Constabulary could not 
say how many police hours and officers 
had had to be spent on monitoring 
the activities of these self-styled 
vigilantes instead of on normal police 
work, as such activities were not 
logged separately. They could, however, 
confirm that “numerous officers 
have expended time within their 
general duties”. 

They agreed that monitoring these 
patrols had diverted time from other 
investigations and hindered _ police 
work. “Yes, it has taken time away from 
preventative patrols”. They confirmed 
that the patrols had never operated in 
conjunction with the police. 

Reading the frequent and 
increasingly alarmist postings to the 
BNP website from Howson and the rest 
of the keyboard crusaders in Wiltshire 
BNP one could be forgiven for thinking 
that the police have lost control of the 
streets to hordes of antisocial “yobs”, 
leaving the county in anarchy. However, 
crime statistics from the Wiltshire 
Strategic Board, the key multi-agency 
partnership for Wiltshire, show the 
county to be “one of the safest in which 
to live” in Britain, and Corsham even 
more so. 

So why is the BNP stoking a 
climate of fear with its vigilante patrols? 
What purpose does this serve? Is it part 
of a sinister plan or a manifestation of 
the paranoia of a middle-aged, former 
serviceman struggling to come to terms 
with a world outside the comforting 


strictures of military discipline? 

Given his preoccupation with local 
crime Howson’s silence over the fact 
that his one-time “fund-holder” Mark 
Bulman is currently serving five years 
for firebombing a Swindon mosque, 
using a BNP leaflet as a fuse, is 
interesting to say the least. 

Vigilante patrols are nothing new to 
the BNP of course. A number of 
members tried and failed to form such a 
group in 2003 on the beleaguered Castle 
Rise estate in Runcorn, which they 
claimed was plagued by drug dealing 
and money laundering. But following 
universal condemnation, the BNP soon 
distanced itself from the idea. 

This time Nick Griffin, the BNP 
chairman, has given the Corsham 
vigilante patrols his full blessing, 
visiting the town on 15 May as part of 


his plan, revealed exclusively in 
Searchlight last month, to roll them out 
nationally. But if the pattern established 
in Corsham is anything to go by, not 
only will these “community safety 
patrols” be completely useless, they will 
also be counter productive. 

It is clear from events in Corsham 
that the antics of the BNP are once 
again acting as a drain on police 
resources, which have to be diverted to 
monitoring a bunch of jumped up 
vigilantes who, operating outside the 
law, are making the job of the police all 
the more difficult. If such patrols are 
instituted somewhere slightly more 
volatile than Wiltshire, the mind 
boggles at what might happen. But for 
the BNP, intent on dividing and 
polarising our communities, maybe 
that’s just the point. ~= 


WILTSHIRE BNP’S INTERNET 
RECRUITMENT DRIVE BACKFIRES 


AS SEARCHLIGHT REPORTED last 
month Mike Howson, the BNP’s Mid 
West regional organiser, found 
himself in trouble when the Bath 
Chronicle revealed that antisemitic 
videos were featured on his “Lundy 
Lane” page on Bebo, the social 
networking website used mainly by 
teenagers. Howson claimed _ his 
website had been “hacked” and 
quickly removed them. 

Howson uses his second Bebo 
website, “Young Brit’, specifically as 
a recruiting tool. This is internet 
“grooming” of a political nature. 
Many of the children and teenagers 
Howson added as “friends” of the 
website had no wish to be included 
with the implication that they are 
BNP supporters. The overwhelming 
majority were hostile to Howson’s 
internet recruitment drive. 

One commented: “don't you think 
its really sad that you no [sic] on 
Monday he'll probably walk in and 
some bloke will go to him, so mike 
what did you do on Friday night, 
then all he can say is ‘not a lot | 
stayed in and spoke to teenagers on 
Bebo’ what a sad and pathetic life 
you lead you ****”, Another branded 
him “pervy”. 

As Howson started losing the 
argument he simply blocked them 
from commenting on his profile. 

Howson’s “Young Brit” site also 


links to another Bebo site, “Unite 
Against anti-White Racism’, which 
again targets children and young 
teenagers. It features music from the 
BNP CD Time to Make a Stand, as well 
as ashort interview with Nick Griffin, 
the BNP leader, who urges children 
to use school assemblies to raise the 
profile of the BNP, though in case 
the school prohibits this, “we are 
going to make it [information about 
the BNP] available on the internet”. 
The “Unite Against anti-White 
Racism” site is listed in a BNP press 
release as “our young Brits personal 
bebo site’ One of its more 
prominent “groupies” is Danny Lake, 
the Young BNP leader. 

Given that many of 
the young teen- 
agers listed as 
friends on Howson’s 
Bebo site are also 
shown on the Bebo \ 
page for the Rudloe 
Air Training Corps, the 
Ministry of Defence, 
which has a duty of 
care to all those in its 
charge, is said to be 
“looking at the 
issue”. 















Groupie: 
Danny Lake 


HOOLIGANS 


A-Zof Britain's Football 
Hooligan Gangs 


For almost 40 years football 
hooliganism has blighted the 
national game. Organised gangs 
of marauding young men from 
almost every town and city in the 
country have used football as an 
arena for violence. They have 
rioted, maimed and even killed. 


Combining hard facts with 
occasional touches of black 
humour, Hooligans is the definitive 
account of British football 
hooliganism. From the gangs to 
the leaders, from policing to those 
whose lives were ruined by soccer 
violence, this book has it all. 


Hooligans A-Land 
Hooligans M-Z are 
both available from 
Searchlight for 
£15 each (inc p&p) 
or £27.50 for both. 


Nick Lowles and Andy Nicholls 


Hooligans, 
volumes 1 &2 


@ Chart the influence 
fascist groups have had on 
hooligan gangs 
lf Describe how multiracial 
gangs fought back 
against racist gangs 
@ Look at howthe Miners’ 
Strike brought class politics 
into the football arena. 


This anda whole lot more is 
contained in Hooligans 








| _ Investigation  £—™ 


Not so solid now 


Sonia Gable reports on how the BNP has had to 
call on the help of one of Nick Griffin's old 
“political soldier” buddies to sort out its problems 
with its Solidarity trade union. 


he British National Party has 

called for an emergency general 

meeting of Solidarity in a bid to 

regain control of what was 
supposed to be its tame in-house trade 
union “for British workers”. 

So deep is the crisis that the fascist 
party was forced to post a notice on its 
website on 20 June to round up BNP 
members to join Solidarity and 
immediately email a request for an 
EGM on 14 July. 

In doing so the BNP had to make 
some embarrassing revelations and 
make common cause with another 
much smaller far-right group with 
which it has some surprising political 
differences, against its usual policy of 
ignoring or proscribing all rivals. 

According to the BNP “an 
unconstitutional attempt has been 
made to remove General Secretary 
Pat Harrington from his position, and 
to replace him with an unknown 
individual from Merseyside whose 
involvement in the BNP has extended 
to just a few weeks”. This, the BNP 
claims, hoping to spur its members into 
action, is the result of “a far-left 
sabotage bid, involving _ several 
individuals working as a team”. 

Searchlight makes no comment about 
this allegation. However when 
Solidarity was set up, we examined its 
rules and wrote in an internal briefing 
note in January 2006: “It would seem 
difficult for Solidarity to exercise firm 
control over who joins, and once people 
are members they can exercise their 
democratic rights to elect the Executive 
Committee, etc. Any attempt to prevent 
members exercising their rights could 
result in a complaint to the 
Certification Officer [the regulatory 





” 


authority for trade unions] 

What does seem surprising is that so 
few of the BNP’s claimed “audited 
membership in advance of 10,000” and 
far greater number of supporters have 
not already joined Solidarity, which has 
advertised regularly in the BNP’s Voice 
of Freedom newspaper and until recently 
on the BNP website. You would think 
they would jump at the chance to 
affiliate to a racist union. Are they plain 
lethargic or have they realised that 
Solidarity is not a genuine trade union 
at all but yet another attempt to extract 
cash from them for the BNP’s benefit? 

The purpose of the EGM would be 
to enlarge Solidarity’s executive from 
three to seven members. At present it 
consists of Harrington, Hawke and 
Clive Potter, the President. The BNP 
says one of the new members will 
be from Harrington’s Third Way 
organisation and the other three from 
the BNP. What is not explained is how 
the BNP will impose this result. 

Rule 9 of Solidarity states that the 
Executive Committee shall consist of 
“the National President, General 
Secretary, Vice-President and one 
member from each industry, profession 
or service represented by the Union’. 
Presumably it only has three members 
at present because Solidarity does not 
actually represent any industry, 
profession or service. Rule 13(a) says the 
Executive Committee shall be “elected 
under the Rules”. There does not appear 
to be any power to co-opt members. 

Rule 13(e) states: “Seven shall form a 
quorum for a meeting of the Executive 
Committee”. This means that the 
current three-strong Executive 
Committee is not allowed to make any 
binding decisions, including a decision 


Patrick Harrington (far right) and next to him 
Nick Griffin at the head of a National Front 
Remembrance Sunday march in the mid- 
1980s. With them are lan Anderson (centre), 
now running the Epping Community Action 
Group, and Joe Pearce (second from left), 
now a professor at a rightwing US college 


to call a “Special Conference” — there is 
no provision under the rules for an 
“emergency general meeting”. 

It is clear that the BNP intends to ride 
roughshod over the rules to get its way. 
Indeed it has already done so. The rules 
for elections require a formal close of 
nominations, sending out of a ballot pack, 
a last date for receipt of completed ballot 
papers and independent scrutiny of the 
count. For elections for the Executive 
Committee, ballot papers must be sent to 
delegates not less than 14 days before the 
conference. Did that happen before 
Solidarity’s first annual general meeting 
in February this year? Will it happen 
before the EGM for the election for 
the additional four members? It would 
seem difficult for Solidarity to request 
advance nominations for Executive 
Committee members if it first needs an 
EGM to approve the expansion of the 
Executive Committee. 

As for Solidarity conferences 
themselves, rule 16 says: “Each Branch 
shall be allowed one Delegate per 
twenty-five members”. Does Solidarity 
even have branches? 

More probably no ballot papers 
will go out in advance, the BNP will 
pack the EGM with party members 
who join the union at the door of the 
meeting, those present will vote 
whichever way the BNP tells them and 
go straight on to vote for the approved 
candidates, three from the BNP and 
one from Harrington's select band of 
Third Way members. 

The presence of Harrington on the 
Executive has allowed the BNP to argue 
that Solidarity is independent of the 
BNP. Harrington is one of a triumvirate 
leadership of Third Way, which 
confusingly also goes under the name of 


the National Liberal Party. The last 
accounts Third Way submitted to 
the Electoral Commission, covering the 
year ending on 31 December 2006, said 
it had 20 members. To find a second 
Third Way member to serve on the 
Solidarity Executive may be pushing it. 
So why is the BNP elevating Third Way 
to such a high level of importance that it 
should be entitled to nearly 30% of the 
Solidarity leadership? 

Harrington has been a comrade of 
Nick Griffin, the BNP leader since the 
1980s. In those days Griffin was not a 
BNP member but one of the leaders of 
the National Front “Political Soldiers”, 
a tiny faction that arose from a series of 
splits in the NF, forerunner of the BNP, 
and believed in “direct action” against its 
opponents on both the left and the far 
right. Harrington and Griffin visited 
Libya together in that period in a failed 
endeavour to persuade Colonel Gaddafi 
to back them financially. 

Another officer in Third Way is 
Graham Williamson, who failed to get 
elected to the London Borough of 
Havering council in East London in 2006 
though his party obtained 27% of the 
vote. He too formed part of the leadership 
of the NF Political Soldiers. Havering is 
the party’s main area of activity. 

BNP members asked to cooperate 
with Third Way in Solidarity may 
be surprised to learn that Third Way 
“will continue to seek candidates from 
all ethnic and faith backgrounds”. 
Third Way describes itself as a “patriotic 
centre party”. Unlike the BNP it 
welcomes “guest workers ... to fill gaps 
in the country’s infrastructure” and 
asylum seekers, saying: “It is an honour 
for our country to provide a haven for 
those fleeing persecution. Those who 


are really economic migrants should 
be considered under the normal 
immigration/guest worker system.” 

Another element of the present crisis 
in Solidarity according to the BNP is 
that Tim Hawke, who was elected Vice- 
President of Solidarity at last February 
AGM, “continues to refuse to sign first 
year accounts so that these can be 
submitted to the Certification Officer in 
time”. What the BNP does not spell out 
is that the accounts for the year ending 
31 December 2006 are already well 
overdue as they had to be sent in by 
1 June 2007. This may be why Solidarity 
has suspended its activities and 
advertising, although links to the 
Solidarity website still appear on some 
BNP-supporting blogs. The delay also 
contravenes Solidarity’s own rules which 
require a balance sheet to be issued 
annually, “not later than 31 March”. 

Hawke’s refusal to sign the accounts 
is “despite the fact that the accounts 
were prepared by an accountant 
and have been independently and 
professionally audited by a Barrister 
and Kenny Smith (head of BNP 
admin),” the BNP moans. Perhaps 
Hawke is concerned about Solidarity’s 
rules which require that: “Professional 
accountants qualified in accordance 
with paragraph 6 of Schedule 2 to the 
Trades Union and Labour Relations 
Act 1974, shall be engaged to audit the 
accounts of the Union and prepare 
accounts for the Executive Committee”. 
Neither a barrister nor Smith is likely to 
have the requisite qualification. 

More likely Hawke simply knows the 
accounts are wrong or the money has 
been misappropriated. Has Solidarity 
used any of its members’ subscriptions to 


support the BNP despite not having 





approval from the Certification Officer 
to operate a political fund? The law is 
clear that a trade union may not apply its 
funds to political objects (for example 
giving money to a political party or 
supporting a party’s election campaign) 
unless it has established a political fund. 

Solidarity’s rules make provision for a 
political fund but it has not yet been 
established. To do so a trade union must 
go through a nine-stage procedure 
which starts with obtaining a resolution 
by a ballot of its members held under 
rules approved by the Certification 
Officer. If a successful ballot has been 
held the union must adopt rules for the 
fund which must also be approved by 
the Certification Officer. 

But the BNP treats the laws of the UK 
with the same disdain as the rules of 
Solidarity. At the end of April Solidarity 
placed an article in a free sheet in 
Carrickfergus, Northern Ireland, which 
included the statement: “Solidarity’s 
political fund is pre-approved by the 
Certification Officer”. At best this was 
an obfuscation as there is no such 
concept as pre-approval of a political 
fund in the Trade Union and Labour 
Relations (Consolidation) Act 1992. 

Solidarity does not have a 
political fund and has not even started 
the process of setting one up. 
A spokesperson for the Certification 
Office told Searchlight: “I can confirm 
that the current position is that 
Solidarity has not been given formal 
approval of either political fund ballot 
rules or political fund rules”. 

Whether or not the BNP succeeds on 
14 July in its attempt “to secure 
Solidarity in safe hands”, the so-called 
trade union is now well and truly 
discredited. <=] 


he election of a BNP councillor 

in the historic market town 

of Corsham in northwest 
Wiltshire has caused considerable 
consternation. Michael Simpkins, a 
former RAF policeman and local taxi 
driver, was elected to Corsham Town 
Council by virtue of the fact that no 
one else stood against him. 

When Simpkins made his first 
appearance at a council meeting, 
ludicrously accompanied by four BNP 
security men, a small number of anti- 
fascists and trade unionists picketed 
outside, making clear their disgust. 
They were approached by some 
passers-by who were appalled to 
hear that the BNP had won a set 
on their town council. One young 
man, Kyle Thornhill, was particularly 
incensed and decided to make his 


voice heard by organising another 
protest against Simpkins. 

When the BNP got wind of the 
demonstration they were furious. 
Mike Howson, the party's southwest 
regional organiser, fired off press 
release after inane press release into 
the ether raging against it. The only 
ones listening though were Redwatch 
who tried, and failed, to intimidate 
Thornhill by posting his details on 
their website. 

On the day of the demonstration, 
11 June, the BNP staged a 25-strong 
counter picket, largely consisting of 
outsiders. Simpkins distributed a 
spiteful little leaflet attacking Thornhill 
personally as a “silly young man” while 
several BNP members were observed 
videoing and photographing anti- 
fascist demonstrators. 


None of the BNP bluster or bullying 
had the slightest effect. In contrast to 
the red-faced and angry BNP 
counter protest the 370-strong 
demonstration organised by | 
Thornhill was a resounding 
success: a well-organised, very 
colourful, loud and passionate 
celebration of Corsham’s rejec- 
tion of the politics of resentment 
and hatred. 

What was particularly heart- 
ening was the fact that so many 
local people came of their own 
volition to oppose the racist and 
fascist politics of the BNP. 

Now that Corsham is alive to 
the true meaning of the BNP it is 
unlikely the party will be 
handed such an easy success 
next time around. ~~ 
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BNP news 


Council Watch 


Each month Sonia Gable looks at the performance and activities of 
British National Party councillors around the country. 


If you have a story, leaflet or newspaper report about BNP councillors please send it to 
Searchlight, PO Box 1576, Ilford, |G5 ONG or email it to editors@searchlightmagazine.com 


BNP councillors cite Magna 
Carta in support of racism 


TWO RACIST BNP. councillors 
staged a walkout from Sandwell 
Council in May in protest at a 
Sikh becoming mayor. They claimed 
his appointment breached _ the 
Magna Carta, but as a result face an 
enquiry by the local government 
Standards Board. 

Simon Smith (pictured) and Carl 
Butler insisted that they did not 
leave the chamber during the vote to 
appoint Gurcharan “Sid” Sidhu as 
first citizen, but Butler admitted that 
they did retire to an area close to the 
public gallery for a “coffee break”. 

He claimed that under the Magna 
Carta, which was written in 1215 
and forms the basis of England’s 
constitution, “foreigners” are banned 
from holding public office. 

“Sid” Sidhu has been a British 
citizen for 44 years, but Butler 
believes that even people who 
are born in this country 
should be disqualified from 
public life if they are of 
African or Asian heritage. 
“That’s not racist it’s 
realist”, he said. 

“The Magna Carta states 
that no foreigner should 
take public office and that’s 
our view. There’s no personal 











animosity, he just shouldnt be 


mayor”. 
The other parties in Sandwell 
swiftly condemned the BNP’s 


action. Sandwell’s Labour council 
leader Bill Thomas said: “I find their 
actions disgraceful, and we're 
considering taking them to the 
Standards Board.” 

Cllr Bill Archer, a Conservative 
councillor and former Mayor himself, 
joined in the chorus of criticism: “We 
are a multicultural society and they've 
got to accept that. The Mayor is the 
one office that regardless of party 
you've got to respect.” 

The BNP often cites the Magna 
Carta, or rather its own _ inter- 
pretation of it, in support of its racist 
views, along with other ancient 
legislation long overtaken by events. 
The party's first BNP annual 
conference, in November 2005 
(its autocratic constitution 
did not allow democracy in 
the BNP before then), 
passed a motion in favour 
F of adopting the Magna 
| Carta into party policy, 
alongside the Act of 
Supremacy 1559, the Bill 
of Rights 1689 and the 
Act of Settlement 1701. 


Fastest councillor in the West 








DRUGS RAID 

ON BNP PUB 
COUNCILLOR JAMIE 
JARVIS, BNP councillor 

for Village ward on 
Barking and Dagenham 
council, was caught up 

in a police drugs raid on 
15 June on the Cross Keys 
pub, a favourite BNP venue. 

Cllr Jarvis and his friends 
were heard abusing police and observers. 
Class A drugs were seized during the raid 
and a number of arrests were made before 
the pub closed at around 9pm. 

The BNP regularly holds meetings in 
the pub and Nick Griffin, the BNP leader, 
has visited. 

Although Barking and Dagenham hosts 
the largest group of BNP councillors 
anywhere in the country and the 12 of 
them form the official opposition to the 
ruling Labour group, the party has proved 
unable to maintain its local website. 
No news or future plans have been 
posted since November 2006 and its 
picture gallery of councillors still includes 
James Webb, who failed to get elected in 
May 2006, but omits Sandra Doncaster 
who succeeded, several months after 
Searchlight pointed out the error. 

The website is hosted by Lambertus 
“Bep” Nieuwhof, the former South African 
pro-apartheid bomber who has recently 
taken over most of the BNP’s internet 
operations but seems to be falling down 
on the job. 





A BNP councillor resigned just three days after he was co- 
(olojicie| e)eixe) avs dlielel= eriaija @elsiatal| fa\ ital dareluleia (aloje 
before the BNP had hailed him as the BNP’s first councillor 
in Devon and second in the West Country, a news item 
that was rapidly deleted from the party website. 
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as he did in the election to South Hams district council in 
Dartmouth Townstal ward. 
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banner. But when he put his name forward as a candidate 


for co-option for Kingswear parish council's Hillhead ward 
last month, he was asked whether he was standing for the 
BNP. In response he declared himself an independent. 

“If he had stood as a BNP candidate that parish would 
never have even considered him,’ said Jonathan Hawkins, 
chair of the council. “He has lived in Kingswear for a long 
time. We would not have co-opted a BNP councillor’ 

After the deception emerged, Councillor Hawkins gave 
Pirnie and ultimatum to either quit as a councillor or quit 
the BNP. Pirnie opted to stay in the party, saying he was 
resigning from the council because of the strain on his 
(elfs-lejiste Waiters ala-linay 
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Council 


Calderdale: Warley 





Newcastle: Wingrove (two seats) 
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Beverley steps down from Excalibur 


THE BRITISH NATIONAL PARTY 
last month announced changes to the 
team running its merchandising 
operation. Chris and Joanne Beverley are 
standing down from the stewardship of 
Excalibur, to be replaced by the Falkirk 
BNP organiser Nicholla Ritchie and 
South African Arthur Kemp. 

The BNP insists that Chris and 
Joanne Beverley, a Leeds City 
councillor and a Morley Town 
councillor respectively, are stepping 
down to concentrate on their council 
business and to spend more time with 


their family. 

Others are less convinced. 

The decision to quit came 
shortly after a supplier began 
legal proceedings against = 
Beverley for not paying his ‘ 
Excalibur bills. And there appear 
to be other people who have found 
the BNP merchandising operation slow 
to pay. 

Chris Beverley (pictured) has been a 
full-time BNP organiser since leaving 
university so it seems strange that he 
would relinquish much of his income so 











easily without something else in 
_ the pipeline. 

Ritchie is a rising star within 
the BNP. In recent months she 
‘has run the BNP online 
members’ bulletin and claims 
business experience in her father’s 
company. 

Kemp’s role might raise a few 
eyebrows. Given his connections with 
the South African security services, 
some BNP members might be more 
than nervous about his access to party 
records and funds. 





BNP news 


BNP teacher quits 


TWO BNP-supporting brothers, both 
teachers, have got into trouble for 
accessing right-wing websites using 
school computers. 

Adam Walker, 38, resigned from his 
job as a technology teacher after being 
suspended and told he faced 
disciplinary action. He used a computer 
at Houghton Kepier school in 
Houghton-le-Spring, Tyne and Wear, 
during working hours to view politically 
extreme sites. 

His brother Mark, 36, was suspended 
from Sunnydale Comprehensive, in 
Shildon, County Durham, pending an 
internal investigation. He was found to 
have accessed the BNP’s website during 
school hours. 

Both stood as BNP council 
candidates in Sedgefield in May taking 
over 25% of the vote but failed to 
get elected. 

Mark Walker admitted he had viewed 
the website but claimed that his 
suspension was an infringement of his 
human rights and right to freedom of 
speech. He said he was prepared to 
sacrifice his career for his beliefs. 
“T would stand up to machine gun fire 
to stand for the BNP. I believe in the 


Would-be BNP councillor 


was living in Turkey 


Adam Walker addressing a BNP meeting 


party.” He claimed he and his brother 
were close friends of Nick Griffin, the 
BNP leader. 

Adam Walker admitted accessing 
three right-wing sites and a discussion 
forum about the BNP. “I admit I did 
look at a number of sites which could be 
seen to be right-wing during school 
time. Maybe I shouldn't have done that. 








‘I also spent a lot of time on 
computers while teaching kids but it 
was only when they were working on 
their own computers and I was free to 
do my own stuff.” 

Both appear to be unaware of the 
duty of schools and their staff actively to 


promote equal opportunities and 
oppose all forms of discrimination. 


LABOUR COUNCILLOR CONVICTED 
OF RACIST ABUSE 





A BNP CANDIDATE in Leeds was living in Turkey 
at the time she submitted her nomination 
papers for the 2007 council elections, 
simultaneously demonstrating the BNP’s 
hypocrisy and its lack of respect for British 
democracy. 

Gillian Leake took less than 5% of the vote in 
Weetwood ward, which was just as well as she 
would have had difficulty attending council 
meetings had she been elected. She gave the 
game away when she wrote to a local paper 
claiming it was not necessary for Islamic women 
in Dewsbury to wear the veil because they 
didn’t do so in Turkey where she lived. 

She had used her previous address in Boston 
Spa on her nomination papers. The matter has 
been referred to the Leeds City Council 
returning officer. 

Leake’s former surname was Cass and sheis a 
member of the notorious BNP Cass family, 
which has spawned Nick Cass, the party's 
Yorkshire and Humber organiser, of whom she 


is an aunt. She is also the sister of Steve Cass, 
another BNP election candidate with a long list _ 
of failures under his belt, as has Leake herself. | 





A LABOUR COUNCILLOR has been handed a three-year 
football banning order after racially abusing a black player. 

David Phythian, a councillor for Up Holland ward on West 
Lancashire District Council, admitted using abusive or 
insulting words towards Pascal Chimbonda that were racially 
aggravated. 

The incident occurred during a match between Wigan 
Athletics and Spurs in April. The French international and 
former Wigan Athletics player was making his first appearance 
at Wigan's JJB stadium after his transfer to Spurs and was 
booed throughout the afternoon. 

Wigan and Leigh magistrates banned Phythian, 54, from 
attending all football matches in the UK for three years, fined 
him £250, and ordered him to pay £60 costs. 

The leader of the district’s Conservative group, Geoff 
Roberts, said he was “saddened” to hear of Phythian’s crime. 
“[m quite surprised really, I suppose it’s more something you 
expect to hear from the BNP or the far right of my own party.” 

Wigan Football Intelligence Officer, Police Constable Jerry 
Broad, said: “We work closely with Wigan Athletic Football 
Club and the Wigan Leisure and Cultural Trust in our 
campaign to ‘Kick Racism Out of Football’ and will take 
serious action against anyone committing a racial offence. 

“I hope this sends a clear message out to all fans that racist 
behaviour is not acceptable and will not be tolerated at football 
matches, or indeed, anywhere else across Greater Manchester.” 


By Matthew Collins 


SOMETIMES, WHEN Gerry Gable 
is out of the office meeting the other 
members involved in the Protocols of the 
Elders of Zion, it’s nice to look through 
all the nazi mags and rags that come our 
way and catch up on old friends. Some 
readers may recall a series of letters I 
received a few years ago from the sender 
of soiled condoms, Glasgow based 
Harry Mullin. 

After writing poetry to me and 
enclosing bomb diagrams, Mullin 
disappeared, occasionally resurfacing to 
plague other Searchlight researchers. 
Then low and behold, Heritage and 
Destiny, the rather tatty magazine of the 
England First Party, arrived last month 
and there he was on the letters’ page. 
Harry used to write to Spearhead (the 
old BNP magazine) to complain about 
the poor state of the security services, 
but he seems to have graduated 
spectacularly to full-flung attacks on the 
Holocaust and its survivors since the 
demise of that publication. It’s nice to 
hear from old friends, even if their 
mathematics arent what they 
should be. 

All credit to the EFP on their 
publication. So very few nazis 
bother putting dates on their 
newspapers and magazines these 
days, given the sporadic nature of 
their publication. What we are to 
do about the NF's sporadic 
attempts at publishing remains a 
bone of contention in the office. 
Apparently they're still flogging 
(or trying to) their 2006 bumper 
issue of spelling mistakes and 
swear words. Gerry won't let me 
file it with all the useless 
information he gets sent by 
colleagues of his old mate Keith 
Thompson, so I guess we'll have 
to send it to Leeds-based nazi 
Eddy Morrison of the British 
People’s Party. 

Morrison, it seems, has really 
hit upon hard times. He recently 
revealed to his dwindling army of 
followers that his two-bedroom 
flat does not even have one bed. 
Perhaps lack of sleep is what has 
led Eddy to tell a rather gullible 
journalist that the BPP are going 


to Northern Ireland for the 12th July 
celebrations to put out over 100,000 of 
their stickers. He may now be thinking 
twice about it after one loyalist 
organisation described the BPP as 
“alcoholics, Walter Mittys and touts”. 
As if that wasn't bad enough, Britain’s 
premier Walter Mitty, the British 
National Party’s Phil Edwards, weighed 
in calling the BPP “fruitcakes”. 

Times are obviously very hard for the 
BPP as they appear to be using the same 
photocopier that the EFP use to 
produce their publications. The BPP’s 
“quarterly journal” Imperium (spring 
2007 issue) has Morrison writing in the 
editorial that “2007 is nearly upon us”. 
Indeed. Inside there is little for the 
discerning nazi who wants to read 
the thoughts of Chairman Eddy. 
There are no fewer than five articles 
reproduced from other publications 
from such diverse sources as Metro, 
Spearhead and of all places Amazon. 

They’re putting together the autumn 
2012 edition this month. 

























Our favourite figure of fun in the 
office is Phil Edwards who in the past 
has compared himself to Ian Fleming, 
among others. Weekly the “Doc” rants 
and raves about modern Britain and 
gays, lefties, women etc, etc, in his 
online diary. Last month he took a 
swipe at the good people of Corsham 
in Wiltshire who came out to protest at 
a BNP member taking a seat 
unchallenged on the local town 
council. Edwards was furious at the 
“mob” and their “decadent, liberal, 
multiculturalism”. The “Doc”, who-was 
once married to Krystina Wozniak, 
should probably take greater issue with 
the nominations for said town 
councillor Michael Simpkins. One of 
the nominees was after all “A. Dick”. 

Elsewhere, Martin Wingfield, the 
veteran editor of fascist party 
newspapers, must be getting a little 
bored with producing the BNP’s Voice of 
Freedom now it’s reached the dizzy 
heights of issue number 84. The May 
issue was full of doom and gloom 
(otherwise known as the BNP’s election 
results) but not a lot else. However, I 
can't let it pass that Wingfield is clearly 
suffering from the early stages of clinical 
delusion. Like the owners and editors of 
some real newspapers he has started to 
pack the pages with stories about his 
family. That issue carried no fewer than 
two pictures of his wife, affectionately 
known as “Tin-Tin” in the movement. 

Tina Wingfield has for a long time 
now been suspended from her job as a 
mental health worker and her role as 
BNP membership secretary can't take up 
much time. Clearly her husband is 
trying to placate her bad moods and stop 
her getting under his feet by writing her 
up in his sad little rag. 


(far left) Tina Wingfield 
a favourite with her 
husband 

(left) Stuart Russell, 
BNP press officer, aka 
Dr Phil Edwards 



















International 


roundup 


ONE IN TWO Czechs thinks there 
are too many foreigners in the country 
and most say that they should be more 
assimilated in society, according to a 
poll conducted by the CVVM agency 
in May. 

Twelve per cent of the respondents 
said that foreigners should not have the 
right to stay in the Czech Republic at 
all. Only three per cent considered the 
number of foreigners in the country is 
low and a third say it is neither high 


A 17-YEAR-OLD ART student 
claimed responsibility for 37 racist 
murders in Moscow and then retracted 
his confession at the end of May. 
However, police have so far been able to 
tie him to 21 killings and are 
investigating several others. 

Artur Ryno (pictured) admitted that 
he committed the murders out of racial 
hatred and out of his “duty” to “purge 
the city” of immigrants. 


ae 


NAZIS BEAT up a group of actors in 
the eastern German city of Halberstadt 
in June. The actors, who belonged to a 
theatre group, were on their way to a pub 
after a debut performance when they 
were attacked and beaten up by eight 
fascists. Several of the victims had teeth 
knocked out and required medical 
treatment for broken noses, injured ribs 
and jaws and eye injuries. 

Police failed to arrest the 22-year-old 
main assailant even though he returned 
to the scene while the victims were being 
questioned, a regional government 
official said. 

“The man was checked by police but 
they released him before they found out 


CZECH REPUBLIC: Foreigners should assimilate 


nor low. People from lower income 
groups, Communist voters and those 
with a low level of education object to a 
high number of foreigners. 

In contrast, students and people 
under 19 would prefer more foreigners 
to increase cultural diversity. One tenth 
of Czechs say that foreigners should 
have the right to long-term residence 
in the country but three quarters think 
that residence should be restricted to 
those who fulfil certain conditions. 


RUSSIA: Racist admitted serial killings 


In addition to an alleged accomplice, 
Pavel Skachevsky, police now believe 
that other nazis took part in some of the 
murders and that Ryno was acquainted 
with the racist terrorists who bombed 
the Cherkizov market in August 2006 
killing 11 people. 

Ryno and Skachayevsky were arrested 
in May on suspicion of killing Karen 
Abramyan, an Armenian businessman, 
who was stabbed 20 times on 16 April. 
Both were arrested on a tram, their 
clothes drenched in blood and in 
possession of a bloodstained knife. 
A surveillance camera captured the 
crime and Ryno confessed to a string of 
racially motivated murders after being 
shown the film. The night before 
Abramyan’s murder, Khairullo Sadykov, 
26, a street sweeper from Tajikistan, 
was stabbed 35 times outside an 
apartment building. Ryno confessed to 
that murder as well. 

Last year, 53 people were killed and 
460 injured in apparent hate crimes in 
Russia, according to the Moscow-based 
Sova Information Centre. 


GERMANY: Fascists assault theatre group 


about his previous convictions,” 
commented Rtdiger Erben, Interior 
Ministry Secretary for the state of 
Sachsen-Anhalt. 

The attacker, a known nazi, was later 
rearrested but police are still searching 
for seven others. The theatre group had 
just finished a performance of the Rocky 
Horror Picture Show and one of the 
actors had a punk hairstyle that appears 
to have been enough to provoke the 
nazis. 

Wolfgang Bohmer, Prime Minister of 
Sachsen-Anhalt, condemned the 
attack. “It’s a sad fact that far-right 
extremists are becoming increasingly 
brutal,” he said. 


While citizens of the Czech capital, 
Prague, want foreigners to assimilate as 
much as possible, most people in villages 
of under 800 inhabitants would let 
foreigners live within their own culture. 

According to Czech government 
statistics from September 2006, 
only 2.5% of the Czech Republic’s 
population of 10 million are for- 
eigners compared to neighbouring 
Austria, where 20% of inhabitants are 
from abroad. - 


ITALY: War criminal release condemned 


JEWISH GROUPS and Italian politicians have expressed anger at a 
judge’s decision to grant day release to Erich Priebke, the convicted 
Nazi war criminal who is living under house arrest in Rome. Priebke, 
93, is serving a life sentence for the murder of 335 people at the 
Ardeatine Caves outside Rome in 1944. The massacre was a reprisal 
ordered by Hitler after Communist partisans ambushed and killed 
33 German soldiers. 

The judge’s decision was also denounced by Rome’s mayor who said 
the city would never forget the massacre. “At this time the city of 
Rome’s solidarity goes out to all the victims of the Nazi-Fascist 
barbarity,” Walter Veltroni said. The day release order has since been 
suspended 





LATVIA: Antisemitic publisher not guilty 


THE PUBLISHER of an antisemitic and anti-Russian newspaper has 
been found not guilty of inter-ethnic incitement by a court in Riga. 
Aivars Garda, publisher of the newspaper DDD, had printed articles 
referring to Jews as “kikes” and containing derogatory statements about 
Russians in Latvia. 

Meanwhile, two Russian nazis in Riga were found guilty of assault in 
late May but only received suspended sentences. They had beaten up 
two Latvians and thrown a bottle at the face of the Brazilian woman. 
Prosecutors treated the incident as “hooliganism”. 





ESTONIA: Finnish racists denied entry 


SEVEN FINNS WERE banned from entry to Estonia in May 
on suspicion of associating with “extremist and racist movements”. 
Two more Finns were barred because of their criminal backgrounds. 

The Estonian daily Postimees reported that the Estonian Interior 
Ministry at the beginning of the year prohibited three of the Finns 
from entering the country for ten years because of their nazi 
connections. They have denied the allegations and appealed against 
the decision. 

The recently published Estonian Security Police annual report stated 
that last year skinheads tried to form “an umbrella organisation in 
Estonia’. They established international contacts and spread the nazi 
skinhead ideology at so-called private parties. The three Finns who 
have appealed against the ban on entry took part in one such gathering, 
a fancy dress party organised by a Finn, Risto Teinonen, in Tallinn last 
year on the anniversary of Hitler’s birthday. 

In Estonia, Teinonen is involved in an organisation called New 
Europe which has reprinted the books Hitler the Liberator and Hitler 
and Children from the wartime period when the Nazi army and the SS 
were welcomed into the Baltic states. 
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POLAND: Detained nazi had 
bomb instructions 


POLISH POLICE ANNOUNCED in 
early June they had detained a far-right 
activist and confiscated nazi material 
including guidelines for bomb attacks on 
refugees, Jews and homosexuals. The police 
raid, in the central Polish town of Bialobrzegi, 
targeted a municipal employee in his thirties 
identified only as Adam P, who apparently 
has ties with the international Blood and 
Honour nazi skinhead movement. 

Police said officers discovered material 
“with an antisemitic content, as well as 
instructions for nazi groups in Poland, 
notably detailing methods of intimidation 
and terrorist-style acts such as arson or bomb 
attacks”. Suggested targets included “refugee 
centres and meeting places of the Jewish 
community or sexual minorities”. 


Polish Blood 
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Last year, during what it called operation 
Redwatch, the Blood and Honour network 
urged its members to gather information on 
“people involved in anti-fascist and anti-racist 
activities, as well as coloured immigrants, left- 
wing activists and supporters, and the 
homosexual and paedophile lobby”. 

Later Blood and Honour splashed its 
various websites with details of the 
individuals it was monitoring. The website of 
the movement’s Polish branch, which was 
hosted by a server based in Arizona in the 
USA, was blocked by the FBI in July 2006 
after a joint operation with Polish police. 
Three people working on the Polish site 
were arrested. 
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NAZIS RUN AMOK 
ON NATIONAL DAY 


By Johannes Jakobsson, Lisa Bjurvald 
and Anna Amnéus for EXPO and 
Antifa-Net in Stockholm 


MEMBERS OF THE hardcore Swedish Resistance 
Movement (SMR) set about onlookers and sunbathers ina 
Stockholm park on Sweden’s National Day on 6 June. 

The so-called “People’s March” has become an annual 
fixture in the Swedish nazi calendar. The violence 
exploded just after 2pm as the 900-strong nazi column 
was leaving Vasa Park to begin its march into the city 
centre. In what looked like a planned assault, SMR 
activists, who formed the last contingent, halted and 
charged into bystanders, fists and flagpoles flailing and 
chanting “bloody democratic whores”. 

The small number of police present did not intervene to 
stop the onslaught and apart from two arrests the thugs 
were able to return to the demonstration. 

Two students, who wished to be named only as Oskar 
and Johan, were among those beaten by the rampaging 
nazis. “The nazis suddenly rushed at people sitting around 
and standing at the park entrance,’ said Oskar. “| was able 
to jump over a fence as a person from the SMR ran by. 
| turned around to see that they were beating my friend 
Johan. A nazi had Johan by the neck while another 
one was hitting him on the head and all around 
others were being battered by SMR people using 
their flagpoles as weapons.” 

Police later maintained that the violence | 
erupted as the result of an encounter between rival 
nazi factions but the violent atmosphere continued all 
the way to Vanadislunden, the march’s hill top rallying 
point. Police prevented anti-fascists from clashing with 
the nazis along the march route. 


rs 


At Vanadislunden the SMR launched into a further wave 
of violence. In one incident, ten nazis raced down the hill 
and laid into sunbathers, journalists and anti-fascist 
demonstrators alike. 

The rally was dominated by the National Socialist Front 
(NSF), Info-14 and the Nordic Union (NU). The main 
speakers, Bjorn Bjdrkqvist (NSF), Victor Sjdlund (Info-14) 
and Henrik Johansson (NU), congratulated themselves on 
the turnout for the march and ranted and raved about 
immigration and freedom of speech. It fell to Sjolund to 
issue the ritual threat to opponents with his declaration 
that “they should be afraid of us, for one day we will have 
the power. Then it will be very different.” 

The SMR was not, it appears, included in the chummy 
relationship between the NSF, Info-14 and the NU. 
This was no doubt because the SMR upset the plans of 
the other nazis by arriving unannounced with their own 
flags and slogans. 

Before the march the NSF had announced that all flags 
and banners would have to be approved by the march 
organisers — the NSF and its allies - and that only the 
organisers would be allowed to distribute propaganda 
material. Participants were ordered to march in silence. 
But the SMR made no attempt to mingle with the other 
nazis and, while others obeyed the silence rule, the SMR 
activists, led by their own loudspeaker, bawled slogans such 
as “Kill the reds” and “White revolution without mercy”. 

From the factional tension filling the air, it is evident that 
the SMR has now decisively adopted a more radical stance 
than its nazi competitors and is not remotely interested in 

trying to unite Sweden's divided hardcore nazi scene. 
< Whether this will lead to violent strife between the 
: , warring groups remains to be seen. 
US 
“ Naistet mir . 
Kent M 


Anti-fascists along the march route display the names of 
people killed by Swedish nazis Picture: Expo . 
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David Lane dies in prison 


By Leonard Zeskind, for IREHR and Antifa-Net 


DAVID LANE died in May at the age 
of 69. A Denver-area Klansmen who 
joined a group of Aryan bank bandits 
and killers known as The Order, he 
gained a certain amount of notoriety 
among white supremacists during his 


more than two decades in federal 
prison. He became a figure of greater 
import among northern European neo- 
Nazis than among those in the USA. 
His slogan, “We must secure the 
existence of our people and a future for 
White children’, known as the “14 
Words”, became a by-word among 





white power skinheads and national 
socialists. 

Lane was one of the original nine 
who formed The Order in 1983 and 
participated in the murder of Denver 
radio talk-show host Alan Berg in 
1984. Order members killed three 
men, including a Missouri highway 
patrolman and one of their own. 
They robbed banks and armoured cars 
in Washington state and California, and 
set off a bomb at an Idaho synagogue, 
while paying themselves salaries and 
buying land, weapons and munitions for 


a protracted race war. Although no one 
was ever charged with receiving stolen 
funds, The Order also distributed 
hundreds of thousands of dollars to half 
a dozen organisations with which it felt 
allied. The group began to collapse after 
its leader Bob Mathews was incinerated 
during a firefight with the FBI 
in December 1984. Lane peacefully 
surrendered a few months later when he 
was apprehended in Virginia. 

At that time, The Order represented a 
breakthrough for the violence-prone 
wing of the white supremacist 
movement, shifting the focus of its most 
ideological cadres away from random 
attacks towards a more concerted 
war against the government and 
elite institutions. It generated some 
noticeable support, including about 400 
members of the White Patriot Party 
who marched in rank behind a sign 
reading “We Love the Order” in North 
Carolina. In California and Washington 
state, Tom Metzger’s White Aryan 
Resistance held vigils to mark the 
anniversary of Mathews’s death and 
urged its followers to write jailed Order 
members. Even Ed Fields in Georgia 
initially praised Mathews on the front 
page of his tabloid-style newspaper. 
After twenty-plus years, The Order 
has remained unmatched among 
white supremacists in the size and 
sophistication of its criminal operation. 

As the wheels of justice ground on, 
however, The Order lost much of its 
halo. Eleven “soldiers” pleaded guilty to 
racketeering charges in 1985, while 
Lane was one of only ten who went to 
trial He was found guilty and 
effectively sentenced to life in prison. 
Shortly thereafter, he was one of two 
men convicted of violating the civil 
rights of Berg (state murder charges 
were never filed). And in 1988, he was 
one of those indicted and tried on 
charges of seditious conspiracy. 
Although all the defendants were found 
not guilty, the trial (temporarily) shifted 
the power inside the white supremacist 
movement away from the violence- 
prone and towards David Duke’s 
tendency of electioneering vote-seekers. 

Back in prison, Lane submitted 


articles and columns to sympathetic 
publications over the next several years. 
He even complained in the pages of the 
Church of the Creator Racial Loyalty 
monthly about the Christian Identity 
beliefs of his fellow Order inmates. 
What rescued Lane from the virtual 
obscurity which surrounded the others 
was his “marriage” in 1994 to a woman 
who insisted on calling herself 
Mrs Katja Lane. Along with her partner 
Ron McVan, a former “reverend” in the 
Church of the Creator, Katja Lane set 
up a “14 Words” publishing operation 
to publish David Lane’s scribblings. 
From a post office box in Idaho, McVan 
and Mrs Lane promoted a variant 
of Odinism they called “Wotanism’. 
The prisoner and his two cohorts found 
a niche in the skinhead scene and 
an overseas following for the fallen 
“Aryan warrior’. Issue after issue of 
the newsletter was pumped out, 
selling David Lane’s putative auto- 
biography, his essays and Odinist- 
style paraphernalia. The two outside 
partners also generated letters of 
support and started correspondences 
with the prisoner. 

In 2001, however, the partnership 
between Mrs Lane and McVan broke 
up. The 14 Words operation was moved 
from Idaho to New Jersey, where a 
30-year old skinhead named Steve 
Wiegand took it over. At some 
point unknown, Katja Lane also 
dropped completely out of the picture. 
When David Lane died, prison 
authorities called not Katja Lane but 
April Gaede. A one-time activist in the 
National Alliance, Gaede is the mother 
of the young singing duo called 
“Prussian Blue”. It was Gaede who first 
spread the word among white 
nationalists of Lane’s demise. 

David Lane’s death marks another 
nodal point in the life of The Order. 
Although they dreamed of themselves 
as victorious Aryan warriors and 
enjoyed, for a while, a measure of 
support and recognition, The Order’s 
end was neither noble nor brave. 
Lane ultimately died miserable and 
alone, still under the thumb of the 
government he had hated so. - 


VB continues 
downward 
trend 


Wim Haelsterman 
reports from Brussels for 
AFF-Verzet/RésistanceS, 
Brussels 


THE FEDERAL ELECTIONS in June 
have left Belgium rather confused 
and divided. The gap between 
Flanders —- where 75% of all votes 
went to the right - and Wallonia, 
where the main parties were more 
evenly balanced, has never been 
so great. 

The good news is that the far-right 
parties on both sides of the linguistic 
divide failed to make significant 
progress. The racist Front National 
(FN) retained its only MP and only 
senator. The right-wing extremist 
Vlaams Belang (Flemish Interest) lost 
one MP despite winning almost 
800,000 votes (11.99%). This was 
remarkable as “reform of the Belgian 
state and giving more autonomy to 
Flanders’, the VB’s core policy, were 
among the few themes to play a role 
in a very quiet campaign. 

The result appears to be another 
indication of the VB’s_ present 
downward spiral after 20 years of 
spectacular and uninterrupted 
progress and electoral victories 
despite the cordon sanitaire that 
neutered it on all political levels. 
The FN/NP, the Flemish branch of 
the Front National, polled just 0.1% 
of the vote in the Antwerp region. 

In Flanders, the results of the 
Flemish Liberal Democrats, led by 
the prime minister Guy Verhofstadt, 
and their socialist allies in the 
country’s governing coalition, led by 
Johan Vande Lanotte, bordered on 
the catastrophic, forcing Verhofstadt 
to resign on 11 June. The Flemish 
socialists lost nine MPs and the 
liberal democrats four. No one had 
expected the socialists’ losses to be 
so high. 

Victory went to an alliance of 
Christian Democrats and_ the 
nationalist New Flemish Alliance 
(NVA) with more than 30% of the 








Election loser Guy Verhofstadt 


Flemish vote. To everyone's surprise, 
the right-wing populist newcomer 
“Lijst De Decker” broke through the 
5% threshold and won five seats in the 
150-seat federal parliament. The VB 
has lost votes to all these parties. 

The elections also resulted in the 
re-entry of the Flemish Green Party 
into the federal parliament after four 
years in the wilderness, but the 
party’s 6% in Flanders, giving it four 
seats, was lower than it hoped. 
The French-speaking ecologists of 
Ecolo were more successful than 
four years ago and doubled their 
representation to eight MPs. 

In Wallonia, the Socialist Party and 
the liberal democrat Reformist 
Movement lost votes, like their 
Flemish equivalents, though less 
dramatically. The result is that while 
a liberal-socialist coalition is still 
possible in French-speaking 
Belgium, it will be extremely difficult 
for them to form a new federal 
government and a leading role for 
the Flemish Christian Democrats 
looks inevitable. A major problem 
could be the Flemish nationalist 
radicalism of the NVA. All the French- 
speaking parties tend to react with 
hostility to the NVA‘s nationalist 
politics. ~a 


Nazis defy G8 march ban 





From Christian Dornbusch in Luneburg for Der Rechte Rand and Antifa-Net 


IN THE SHADOW of the massive 
leftwing mobilisation against the 
meeting of the G8 countries at 
the Baltic resort of Heiligendamm, 
German nazis under the leadership of 
the National Democratic Party (NPD) 
organised their own protest. They 
named their campaign “Gib Acht”— Pay 
Attention — a pun on the word acht 
which means “attention” and “eight”. 
Its subtitle was “social not global”. 

The nazi campaign started with a so- 
called Day of Action against the G8 
meeting on 14 March followed by two 
more, on 19 May and 9 June. In several 
towns NPD members distributed 
leaflets, erected banners and set up 
information desks in shopping centres. 

The main activity was to be a 
huge demonstration on 2 June in 
Schwerin, the capital of Mecklenburg- 
Vorpommern, where the party has 
six seats in the regional parliament. 
The NPD expected more than 2,000 
people to attend but a court banned the 
demonstration on the grounds that 
there were not enough police to 
maintain order because 16,000 police 
had been assigned to guard the 
G8 meeting. 

Outraged, the NPD protested to the 
Constitutional Court in Karlsruhe. 
However the speaker of the court 
announced on the morning of 2 June 
that it had not been possible to come 
to a decision and the ban would remain 
in force. 

The nazis, who were already on their 
way to Schwerin, reacted by organising 
“spontaneous” demonstrations in towns 
across northern and eastern Germany. 
Around 100 nazis marched, flags 
billowing, through the Brandenburg 
Gate in the centre of Berlin, carrying 
a banner reading “Regional not 
Global” and yelling slogans such as 
“If not Schwerin, then Berlin’, 
“Globalisation is genocide” and “Jobs 
for Germans first”. 

Another 350 nazis paraded through 
the small town of Liineburg in northern 
Germany behind a banner bearing the 
slogan “Free the European nations from 
interest slavery”. Like 70 years ago, 
the fascists’ “anti-capitalism” amounts 
to little more than antisemitism and 


propaganda for Hitlerite national 
socialism. 

The Liineburg police were not able to 
stop the nazi mob, who also pushed 
aside the mayor, a Social Democrat, 
who tried to block their path on 
his own. After most of nazis had left, 
more police arrived and arrested a 
hundred of them for staging an illegal 
demonstration and attacking the police. 

Altogether 1,500 nazis from the 
NPD and tthe so-called Freie 
Kameradschaften marched in at least 
14 different places. This is not many 
compared with the huge numbers 
taking part in the left-wing protest 
at Heiligendamm but the fact that 
they were able to march without 
any real opposition is cause for 
some concern. ~~ 














Black Widow 


mourned amid nazi feuding 


From Jeroen Bosch for Alert! and Antifa-Net in Utrecht 


Hostility between two Dutch nazis 
came to a head over a “march of 
mourning” for the Nazi figurehead, 
Florrie Rost van Tonningen, who died 
in March. 

The Dutch People’s Union (NVU) 
organised the march on 2 June in the 
small town of Rheden. Constant 
Kusters, the NVU leader, claimed that 
the so-called Black Widow herself had 
asked him to honour her memory with 
a march for the whole nazi movement 
and to take the lead in organising the 
march, because “almost nobody has 
the experience and expertise to 
organise such an event and to 
challenge a probable ban" 

But Joop Glimmerveen, the “grand old 

man” of the Dutch nazi movement, 
challenged Kusters in the days before 
the march. Glimmerveen, who was 
leader of the NVU in the 1970s and 
1980s, is a diehard nazi known for his 
sharp pen. In 1996, after years of 
inactivity, he approached Kusters and 
Eite Homan, another leading Dutch nazi, 
to urge them to revive the NVU. Some 
years later, however, Glimmerveen 
realised his mistake in involving them 
and attacked Kusters for his stupidity, 
blaming him for the party's demise. 
n the week before the march, 
Glimmerveen stepped up his attack on 
Kusters by posting his views on the 
internet forum of the National Alliance, 
with which he more or less sympathises 
—at least with its leader Jan Teijn — and 
on the US-controlled Stormfront forum. 
Glimmerveen accused Kusters of lying 
about what Rost van Tonningen 
had really wanted and claimed she had 
considered Kusters to be a moron. 
The Black Widow evidently thought that 
Kusterss biography (he is only 36 but 
thinks he will be executed in the future) 
was a shameful copycat pamphlet. 

Glimmerveen also laid into Kusters for 
plagiarising his work. The main issue 
between the two feuding _ nazis, 
however, is Rost van Tonningen's legacy: 
which of the two did she love more? 

Meanwhile, the mayor of Rheden was 
banging his head on the wall over the 
march. Immediately after Rost van 
Tonningen’s death, he organised public 
meetings to assure residents, especially 











those living near the graveyard, that the 
city council would do everything 
possible to prevent her grave from 
becoming a place of nazi pilgrimage. 

Aware that it would be almost 
impossible to ban the mourning march, 
he called for a state of emergency and 
laid down tough conditions for the 
event, including a ban on symbols and 
signs such as the swastika, SS runes, the 
Wolfsangel, C18, Blood & Honour and 
the 1488 nazi code. Only black flags 
were allowed and no banners. 

But all the rules were a farce in the 
circumstances as by its very nature 
the march was a glorification of national 
socialism, of a woman who never 
let Adolf Hitler down and always 
publicly displayed her devotion to 
Nazism. The failure to ban the march 
laid the way for it to become one of the 
first legal and public displays of open 
nazism in the Netherlands since the 
end of the German occupation. 

Glimmerveen then bounced back to 
call for a boycott of the march. Florrie 
Rost van Tonningen, he claimed, 
thought Kusters was only a nazi for his 
own glory and regarded him as a 
wimp who brought shame on the 
national socialist movement. She had 
also been concerned that her grave 
and remains would be attacked or 
removed if a demonstration drew 
attention to the site. 

The Combat 18 group, Aktion Front, 
backed out of the march after 
Glimmerveen’s statement. In the end 
around 80 nazis gathered for a silent 
procession lasting half an hour, to the 
Dead March on the drum and 
loudspeaker music by Richard Wagner. 
At the cemetery, they laid three 
wreaths, one with the slogan Deine Ehre 
Hie Treue! (your honour was loyalty), 
from the motto of the SS, signed by the 
Racial Volunteer Force and its youth 
wing Youth Storm Holland. Big plastic 
barriers shut off the grave itself, still 
without a headstone. 

In his closing speech, Kusters 
declared his love for the “Great 
German Empire’ and shouted in 
German “Florrie Rost van Tonningen 
has gone to look for our Fuhrer in 
Valhalla! Heil! Heil! Heil!” —a 








International 


Christian fundamentalists 
were fascist, court rules 


Wim Haelsterman for AFF-Verzet/RésistanceS 


reports from Brussels 


THE CHRISTIAN fundamentalists 
of Belgique & Chrétienté (Belgium & 
Christianity) have lost the legal case they 
brought against the Belgian anti-fascist 
magazine RésistanceS. The obscure 
B&C, led by Alain Escada, started 
proceedings in 2004 over articles by two 
members of the ResistanceS team about 
B&C and Polémique Hebdo, a far-right 
magazine linked to B&C which ceased 





(right) Poster for 10th 
anniversary of RésistanceS 
(below) Christian fundamentalist 
Alain Escada 





publication a couple of years ago. 
The authors, Nadia Geerts and David 
Lefébure, condemned the ultra-Catholic 
outfit as a “nest of fascists”. 

B&C claims to defend “Christian 
values” and the Catholic faith and 
community in Belgium in particular but 
has no official links with the leadership 
of the Roman Catholic Church. 

Escada has been an activist in several 
far-right parties in the French-speaking 
part of Belgium in the past decade, 
including the Front National (FN) and 
the Front Nouveau de Belgique, one of 
the countless FN splinters founded in 
the 1990s. In 2006 he reappeared in the 
Mouvement Nation, in which Hervé 
van Laethem, former leader of the 
outlawed nazi thug squad |’Assaut, plays 
a major role. 

B&C had also sued the international 
press agency Belga, the Belgian 
equivalent of Reuters, alleging it had 
spread scandalous and defamatory 
information provided by RésistanceS. 
Belga had additionally described 
Polémique Hebdo as “antisemitic and 
pro-nazi” in a press release that 
accompanied the information provided 
by RésistanceS. 

The Brussels court of first appeal 
rejected all Escada’s claims. In her 
verdict, the judge referred to articles 
published in Polémique Hebdo to 
demonstrate that the label “fascist” was 
appropriate, such as “Adieu Gil”, a piece 
favourable to a wartime volunteer of the 
Walloon SS division. 

A rather pitiful plea by B&cC’s lawyer, 
Henri Laquay Jr, that his clients “are the 
victims of the activities of Trotskyist, 
internationalist, anti-Catholic and anti- 
monarchist militants” failed to impress 
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the court. 
RésistanceS, meanwhile, is celebrating 


its 10th anniversary in Brussels. 
Planning for an anti-fascist magazine 
for Belgium’s French-speaking com- 
munity started in late 1996, culminating 
with a launch in May 1997 at a press 
conference at which the first issue of 
RésistanceS was presented. 

The main aims of RésistanceS are to 
expose the extreme right, to analyse and 
criticise the conditions that allow far- 
right ideas and groups to develop, to 
denounce the influence of the extreme 
right on mainstream politics and to 
establish a functioning anti-fascist 
network in French-speaking Belgium 
for both individuals and organisations. 
Published four times a year, RésistanceS 
makes an important contribution to 
the fight against fascism, xenophobia 
and nationalism. 

An impressive array of journalists, 
writers, artists and other personalities, 
including Luc Pire, Pierre Mertens and 
the late Hugo Gijsels, have supported 
RésistanceS from the outset, most of 
them becoming part of its “supporting 
committee”. The founder and driving 
force behind ReésistanceS, though, is 
Manuel Abramowicz, a writer and 
expert on the Belgian far right. 

The RésistanceS team has always 
operated independently, is not linked to 
any political organisation and consists 
of a multicultural group of volunteers 
from all three Belgian regions: 
Flanders, Wallonia and Brussels. 

Ten years after the launch of 
RésistanceS, which went online in 2000, 
its impact on the national and 
international media continues to go 
from strength to strength. ~= 





Irving slung out of Warsaw Book Fair 


From Rafal Pankowski for Nigdy Wiecej/Never Again and Antifa-Net in Warsaw 


DAVID IRVING ALREADY had 
good reasons to hate Never Again, 
Searchlight’s sister organisation in 
Poland, for preventing publication of his 
books by the Polish Ministry of Defence 
publishing house and stopping a 
promotional visit to Poland in 2000. 
In May, Never Again dealt the Holocaust 
revisionist another blow by contributing 
to his humiliating eviction from the 
Warsaw International Book Fair. 
Remarkably for a self-proclaimed 
expert on the Second World War, Irving 
had never visited Poland until March 
this year when he embarked on a very 
low-key, more or less incognito tour of 
Nazi concentration camp sites, 


accompanied by a Russian TV crew. 
Throughout his journey he made 
offensive comments, which he later set 
out in his internet diary. 

Emboldened by the visit, Irving, 
under the flag of his publishing outfit 
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Focal Point, applied to take part in the 
prestigious International Book Fair in 
Warsaw’s Palace of Culture. In addition 
to displaying his books, he planned to 
hold a public meeting in one of the fair’s 
meeting rooms. 

Never Again learned about Irving's 
plans on the morning of 18 May and 
immediately mobilised all contacts, 
including the media, to prevent the 
meeting. The media in turn put pressure 


on the Book Fair's organisers. 
The Polish Ministry of Culture and the 
diplomatic community apparently 


intervened too, as did the director of 
the Auschwitz Museum, who told the 
police to expect a contravention of 
the Polish law prohibiting public denial 
of the Holocaust. 

The organisers initially ignored 
the request but eventually cancelled the 
meeting and escorted a visibly shaken 
Irving from the premises together 
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with all his books. His attempted 
participation and eviction from the fair 
was filmed and shown on_ national 
television and became a leading story 
for a few days. 

Irving is popular among some Polish 
nationalists and right-wing extremists 
who admire his hatred of Jews. For many 
years, his articles have been published in 
Szezerbiec, a publication of the National 
Rebirth of Poland (NOP), the Polish 
section of the fascist international run by 
the Italian terrorist Roberto Fiore. 

They appear not to grasp, however, 
that Irving’s deeply held contempt 
extends to ethnic Poles. In the 
aftermath of his failed Warsaw visit, 
Irving grumbled repeatedly: “I don't like 
Poland”. He is now promising to sue the 
fair’s organisers for the cost of his airfare 
and hotel and it can be assumed that 
Irving will not try to visit Poland again 
in the foreseeable future. ~= 
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Holocaust denier barred, no 
thanks to anti-fascist 


movement 


By Alfio Bernabei 


AN ATTEMPT TO use an Italian 
university as a platform to deny the 
Holocaust ended in failure when the 
invited speaker, the French revisionist 
Robert Faurisson, was shut out of the 
campus. Police intervened to protect 
him from the fury of protesters and a 
number of people were injured. 
Faurisson returned to France without 
giving his lecture. 

Questions remain about how one of 
the world’s leading Holocaust deniers 
came within a whisker of being 
accorded academic legitimacy and 
credibility by a public institution. 
Faurisson had nothing new to add to his 
well known view that the Holocaust 
never happened. It seems likely that the 
invitation was part of a strategy to test 
the waters of Italian public opinion and 
the media, and sound out the possibility 
of further historical revisionist forays 
into public life and academia. Faurisson 
and his friends may have calculated that 
the level of historical revisionism of 
Fascism in Italy has gone far enough 
to offer them an opportunity to try to 
shake off the universal opprobrium in 
which they are held. 

The episode has also raised some 
uncomfortable questions about the level 
of coordination of the antifascist 
movement in Italy and the ability 
of the students unions to react. 
Neither mounted a challenge to his visit. 
Had it been left to them, Faurisson’s 
lecture would have gone ahead. 

Faurisson had been invited to speak at 
the university of Teramo, central Italy, 
by Claudio Moffa, a professor of Asian 
and African history and director of a 
master’s programme in Middle East 
studies. Moffa denies being a Holocaust 
denier but describes himself as an 
admirer of Faurisson’s “rigorous, 


scientific and consequential thesis”. 
“T run the risk of being convinced by 
him”, he stated in an interview. 

The Rector of the University, Mauro 
Mattioli, had failed to persuade Moftfa 


to cancel the invitation to Faurisson. 





Moffa stayed firm in his desire to give 
Faurisson a platform, presenting a 
petition with around 350 signatures 
from academics, students and politicians 
who wanted the lecture to go ahead. 

The leftwing press picked up 
the story. A Senator criticised the visit 
in Parliament. A government minister, 
Fabio Mussi, denounced it as a 
“mediocre political provocation”. 
The leftwing councillors in Teramo 
condemned the city’s rightwing deputy 
mayor who had apparently accepted an 
invitation to attend the lecture. 

The Simon Wiesenthal Centre issued 
a statement saying that the invitation to 
Faurisson was “an embarrassment to 
Italian academia’. “To welcome 
Faurisson encourages a perverse 
propaganda to incite a new generation 
to antisemitism,” it read. 

Over 500 signatures were collected by 
Professor Brunello Mantelli of Turin 
University demanding that the lecture 
not take place. Moffa refused to budge. 

Shortly before Faurisson’s arrival, the 
Rector closed three wings of the 
campus cutting off access to the lecture 
theatre. Moffa sought another venue. 
As none could be found, Faurisson had 
to content himself with giving a press 
conference out on the street during 
which he repeated his revisionist views. 
“In France they would have lynched me 
after ten minutes,” he said. A crowd of 
about 100 protesters directed insults at 
Faurisson. Then, according to police 
chief Aldo Vignati, someone from 
within a group of about 30 people, 
described as young Jews who had 
arrived from Rome, about 
130km = away, ___ physically 
attacked both Faurisson and 
Moffa, who were asked to 
leave to prevent further 
incidents. 

More trouble was avoided 
because amid the chaos a 
group of 50 fascists belonging to 





French Holocaust denier Robert Faurisson 





Forza Nuova who had organised a 
welcome for Faurisson gathered at the 
wrong venue. The Forza Nuova website 
later described those who attacked 
Faurisson as members of “an association 
of delinquents” originating from the 
“Roman ghetto”. 

As well as the lack of mobilisation by 
the antifascist movement and student 
unions, it is surprising that of the 
10,289 students who attend Teramo 
University none apparently felt the need 
to protest at the visit. On the contrary, a 
few came out in support of Moffa’s 
“courageous” stance. Likewise none of 
the 198 teaching staff seems to have 
made any effort to voice their dissent 
during Faurisson’s so called press 
conference. 

On the other hand Moffa multiplied 
his efforts to gather support for his 
crusade for “free speech” and included 
references to Faurisson’s works on his 
website to enable internet users to 
acquaint themselves with the “scientific 
thesis” of Holocaust denial. “A first step 
has been taken!” commented a 
contributor to an Italian fascist website. 

Although the lecture did not take 
place, the episode serves as a warning 
for the Italian antifascist movement to 
get better organised for when there will 
be a “second step”. =. 
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None of the BNP bluster or bullying 
had the slightest effect. In contrast to 
the red-faced and angry BNP 
counter protest the 370-strong 
demonstration organised by 
Thornhill was a resounding | 
success: a well-organised, very 
colourful, loud and passionate 
celebration of Corsham’s rejec- 
tion of the politics of resentment 
and hatred. 

What was particularly heart- 
ening was the fact that so many 
local people came of their own 
volition to oppose the racist and 
fascist politics of the BNP. 

Now that Corsham is alive to 
the true meaning of the BNP it is 
unlikely the party will be 
handed such an easy success 
next time around. ~=—g 


